Auchterhouse
Newsletter
This is our last newsletter for 2019. Thank you to everyone who has submitted articles this
month and throughout the year. This is the largest edition of the newsletter we have ever had as
there is so much going on in Auchterhouse just now. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year when it comes.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

23/11/19
08/12/19
11/12/19
12/12/19
13/12/19
14/12/19
17/12/19
19/12/19
22/12/19
24/12/19
24/12/19
17/01/19

- 10:00am - Auchterhouse Primary School Open Day
& 09/12/19 - Louise Buchan Jewellery Open Studio, Little Scotston
- 9:30am - Auchterhouse School Coffee Morning
- 6:00pm - Carol Singing, starting at the school
- 2:30pm - Performance of Toad of Toad Hall, at the Church
- 9:30am - Sidlaw Swoop Mountain Bike Orienteering Event
- 7:00pm - Community Council Meeting at the Village Hall
- 6:30pm - Carol Singing, starting at the Village Hall
- 6:00pm - Carol Singing, starting at the Village Hall
- 4:30pm - Family Christmas Service, Auchterhouse Church
- 11:30pm - Watchnight Service, Auchterhouse Church
- 7:30pm - Rural Burns Supper
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Auchterhouse Community Council Chair’s Report
October 2018 - October 2019

October 2018 saw the start of a new Community
Council. There was no election as the number of
candidates did not exceed the quota of 8 applied
to our Council. We even managed to co-opt an
extra member, which is very gratifying. I am
pleased to report that Auchterhouse Community
Council has been active since its original inception
in 1976. No mean feat as many others round
Scotland have fallen by the wayside over the
intervening years. I am also very pleased to
report that the average age of the Councillors
has dropped markedly with the appointment of
several younger members of our community.
Sadly, we do not have any youth members
which we had in the previous session.
It has been a busy year for ACC as we negotiated
the management of the Park toilets with Angus
Council to avoid their closure. We were delighted
and impressed when three young people in the
community agreed to take on the cleaning on a
rota basis. This has worked well, and we have had
no complaints from the public. Angus Council has
given us an annual grant to cover expenses, so
we are able to pay for this work.

We have purchased the village phone box, bought
a defibrillator and fitted it inside the phone box.
Thanks to the British Heart Foundation and
Auchterhouse Church for contributing to the
funding of this. Shelves have been fitted within
the phone box to house an exchange library. A
map for walking routes around the areas is also
in place. We do need to make the space more
attractive and usable.
After much work involving the Trustees of Dronley
Community Woodland, the purchase of Dronley
Wood was made with very generous funding from
the Scottish Land Fund. Without the presence of
our Community Council this might never have
happened as it was ACC who took on the initial
work in getting the process underway.
The declining school roll has been of concern
but thanks to the persistent work of members
of the School Parent Council, Angus took on the
challenge by revamping the internal layout of the
school enabling one room to be dedicated as a
nursery which re-opened in August.
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Auchterhouse Community Council Chair’s Report
Continued

With the Scottish Government’s plan to increase
nursery provision hours and the neighbouring
nurseries at capacity, it is hoped our nursery
will improve numbers. Hopefully this will lead to
increasing the school roll. Two of our Councillors,
John Forster and Linda Cockram met with Angus
Council to investigate the possibility of increasing
housing provision in the village to hopefully benefit
the school roll. The next Local Development Plan
will look at widening the boundaries of small
communities, which, with full local consultation,
may increase the housing capacity locally.
The Sports Committee presided over a very
successful Sports Day, wonderful weather adding
to the overall enjoyment. This one sentence does
not do justice to the hours of work and planning
which went into the afternoon event. This is an
amazing annual event for our small community
and very grateful thanks are extended to the
Sports Committee. The event did highlight the
fact that Angus Council’s budget cuts meant the
grass was not mown on request as it has been
in the past and the Committee were extremely
grateful to Chris Kirk for stepping in, making a

truly excellent job of mowing the important
areas. Interestingly this has now raised the
question of whether we consider taking back
ownership of the Park which was gifted to the
community decades ago.
There have been other issues which the CC has
dealt with during the year including taking on
residents’ concerns over the felling of trees on
Old Whisky Road, the need to improve the notice
boards round the community, the planting of the
tyres at the main road junction and the mending
of the old bus shelter (still to be done). Again, it
is very gratifying when members of the wider
community step in to help as did Hamish Tait
when the grass needed mowing at the main
road round the tyres. Caring how our community
looks is important. We have also agreed to have
our own poppy wreath at the War Memorial
remembering the men of our community who
died in battle. The Guiche Twinning contingent
had a very successful visit to the French town.
The Guiche community certainly know how to
celebrate and have sent to us a remarkable
charter recording the twinning!
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Auchterhouse Community Council Chair’s Report
Continued

The Community Council works as a team and as
part of the wider community. We are extremely
glad to welcome to our meetings two dedicated
Angus Councillors, Sheila Hands and Beth
Whiteside, who take back to the Council any
concerns we have which they are able to assist
us with. They tried their utmost to have the plan
for joint secondary school provision taken forward,
which would have made such a difference to the
lives of our youngsters. We are also pleased that
Pc Gail Beattie, our Community Liaison Officer, is
able to attend several of our meetings, giving us
updates on police provision in the area and any
relevant incidents. Another welcome attendee at
some of our meetings is Hong Zhang, from
Angus Council Communities Team. She keeps us
up-to-date with funding opportunities, especially
the new participatory budget plan where money
is available for local community activities. She
also organises the biennial Success for Sidlaw
meeting for members of the five community
councils in the Sidlaw area to discuss areas of
interest and concern for our communities.

Throughout the year various members of the CC
do extra to ensure the smooth running of our CC
especially Aileen Baird who takes the minutes
and is the contact for Angus Council’s messaging
service to the CC. She is the moderator of the
village Facebook page, used by many for local
issues and manages the email list for the
community. We are very grateful indeed for
all this work. Linda Cockram continues to be a
vigilant planning contact despite the vagaries of
the planning website. This is a very important
role of the Community Council and we are grateful
to her. John Forster manages the work of the
Treasurer, even bringing us into the 21st Century
by signing us up to internet banking. That was a
marathon effort, lasting many months!
All the CC members have played their part in
activities throughout the year for which I am
very grateful and thank them very much. It has
been a very busy year proving the vital role the
Community Council plays in our small community!
Shiona Baird (Chair)
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Resilience Planning
The weather around the country has been causing severe problems for many people, with some
of the media comments focusing on the local communities helping each other. A few weeks prior
to this the Community Council was invited to a Resilience Planning event in the Millennium Hall
Birkhill and two of us attended a fascinating meeting. The Scottish Government is asking local
authorities to encourage local communities to compile a resilience plan for their own local areas.
Eassie and Nevay have a very elaborate plan covering a number of contingencies. We, in the
Auchterhouse area, are unlikely to have major problems with flooding, though the Dighty may
cause flooding and damage to property in the Strathmartine area. Some farmers in our area do
have to contend with flooded fields but this is precisely where flooding can be safely dispersed.
Two major events could impact on us – snow and fire. Snow is the most obvious one. However,
two large moorland fires occurred behind Auchterhouse Hill but were contained before they came
over the top. How prepared are we for either event or something else completely beyond our
current thinking? As Chair of the Community Council, I am asking for help in setting out what
measures we could put in place should some major event occur. As an example, the devastating
fire at The Lodge, highlighted the lack of adequate fire hydrants with good water flow. This has
led to an investigation by the Fire Service and Scottish Water, with procedures in place to rectify
the problem.
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If there was a complete failure of the electricity grid, we at Scotston Farm have a diesel generator
which could provide warmth and cooking facilities for at least a week. What other places have
generators? Who has snow ploughs? Even who has 4x4 vehicles? Who are the most vulnerable
people in our community? Just preparing a list is maybe all we need to begin with.
Should we set up a small short life group to discuss these issues? Would you be interested in
contributing by email if not by attendance?
Please let me have your thoughts or speak with other Community Councillors.
Angus Council has a Resilience Team and sent me these links:
https://www.readyscotland.org/media/1057/guide_to_emergency_planning_for_community_grou
ps.pdf
https://www.readyscotland.org/media/1424/cr-toolkit.pdf
Shiona Baird
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk

Sidlaw Churches
Graham Leese is currently our interim Session Clerk having taken over from Andrew Barr last
month
Message fro Elizabeth Millar
Hello everybody,
After my long stay in Ninewells I’d like to let everyone know how much I have appreciated all the
visits, cards and kind thoughts which have helped tremendously in my recovery.
After eight months I am still in Ninewells but I am progressing and was recently allowed to spend
one night at home, which was quite daunting. Luckily I had Amanda and Libby staying with me to
help.
I hope to be back in your midst again soon. I’m missing you all.

Carol Singing
Thursdsay 12th December, 18:00, from Auchterhouse School
Thursday 19th December, 18:30, from Auchterhouse Hall
Sunday 22nd December, 18:00, from Auchterhouse Hall

Sevices over Chritmas
Tuesday 24th December: Family Christmas Service at 16.30, Watchnight Service at 23:30
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Auchterhouse Guild

Auchterhouse Guild meets in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of the
month. Further information please contact Sandra Murray. A warm invitation is extended
to all to attend any or all of the above meetings. The Guild is no longer a Woman's Guild,
it is now known as the Guild for both women and men and we would, very much,
welcome both to our meetings.

Agenda for the New Year at regular meetings:
14th January
11th February
10th Marcc
14th April
12th May
6th June

“Companions on the Road”
How to Avoid Scams - Alyson McRobbie
Sailors Society - Peter Donald
A.G.M. Musical Entertainment - Silvie Singers
Cystic Fibrosis Trust - Nicola Holland
Coffee Morning
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September was a very busy month. Angus Council had road works
planned for Dronley Road and did not want any forestry traffic on it after
30th September, so, we persuaded our forestry contractor to alter his
work schedule and devote time during the month to removing trees
(mainly windblow) from the northeast side of the wood and the fallen
beech beside the car park. Before bringing in lorries to remove the
timber the central road, which had shrunk a bit from overgrown verges,
needed urgent attention. A bulldozer from Geddes did a good job in
widening the road and making it safe for heavy vehicles to use. To
achieve all this, Dirk put in a power of work and got the last load out
before the end of the month.
In all, 532 Tons of timber were removed and sold to local customers
and 2 more distant sawmills. These sales will give us useful funds for
future improvements.
The main projects exercising our minds now are: - the all-abilities path to
be created along the north side following the line of a popular path that
became blocked by fallen trees 6 or 7 years ago; the measurement
of trees in order to identify trees for removal in thinning the wood
and developing the open area along the north side.
The selection of a contractor for the path will be made shortly from
3 contestants. We have a grant available from LEADER which will pay
for 90% of this work, so, we have to take our time on this to make
sure we get the best outcome for all users. Bench seating, picnic
tables and information boards are all part of the project.

www.dronleywood.org

Future thinning of the wood,- compartment by compartment, is
necessary for our planned Continuous Cover Forest (CCF). For this we
have to apply for felling permission from Scottish Forestry. Dirk has
this well underway now.
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Dronley Wood (continuted)
How best to develop the clear-felled area – in terms of regeneration
and planting and also opening up safe paths and draining or
make wet land areas, needs to be decided soon.
We plan to make use of the small hall on election day to display
plans for the future but mainly to get an input from all residents
when they visit the polling station. The 12th December will suit
us very well. Thanks Boris you’ve got one thing right.
The Alexander Moncur trust has supplied us with a grant for
the purchase of tools and equipment for the work parties Dirk
will be planning in the near future. Volunteers to join these
parties have come forward and soon we will purchase some
tools to get started. Wheelbarrows, shovels, saws and axes
will be among the big list of items to be obtained. Anyone
wishing to be part of a work party will be most welcome. Dirk
will decide on the first meeting date (probably on a week end)
and we will announce that to give people as much advance
warning as possible.
The Forest School has had its 1st 2 blocks of 6 sessions with
primary aged children - taking them after school on Mondays.
These were well received and proved very popular. Over the
winter Gillian is planning a few weekend sessions.
Garry Stewart
Email: Drummuir@btinternet.com
Tel: 01382 320339

Photo: Leigh Cressweller Eros

Auchterhouse Baby & Toddler Group
The Auchterhouse Baby and Toddler group meets every Monday at 9:30-11am in
the church. It’s always lovely to see new faces join our friendly group of parents,
grandparents and fun bunch of kiddies. A warm welcome and cozy cuppa awaits
you. Contact: Pauline Turns on 07851236522.

Auchterhouse Rural
Burns Supper
Auchterhouse Rural Burns Supper on Friday 17th
January at 7.30pm in the village hall. Tickets cost
£10 for haggis supper, shortbread, wee dram and
entertainment. A raffle will also take place.
Tickets available from Barbara Sayers on
07986867255 or Anne Black on 07591029065.
Tickets are limited and go fast so please get in
quick.
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Auchterhouse & Guiche
Twinning
Twenty members of the Auchterhouse community travelled to Guiche, France during the October
holidays to take part in an official twinning ceremony to celebrate the joining together of both
villages.
The Auchterhouse families were hosted in the homes of local Guiche families. Over the three day
visit we were treated to historical tours, culture, cuisine and wonderful hospitality. Here is a snapshot
of the fun we had and friends we made.

The Mayor of Guiche & Kellie Smith holding the
signed Twinning Charters

The Mayor & the 20 visitors from Auchterhouse
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Kiwi Farm Visit

Swimming in the Lake of Guiche

Tour of Guiche Castle

Boat trip on the River Bidouze
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BBQ & Party with our French friends

Welcome Dinner

If anyone is interested in joining the
Auchterhouse Twinning Committee or
being involved in future events/trips
please get it touch with:
Kellie Smith, kelliesmith47@aol.com
or
Aileen Baird, aileenmbaird@yahoo.com

Gathering on the banks of the River Bidouze

15

School Lane Garden
The school gardening year finally ended in November with a leaf collecting session. Most of the
crops had been harvested. This year the children grew and harvested peas, potatoes, beetroot,
carrots, onions, kohl rabi, curly kale, cabbage, courgettes, tomatoes, cucumbers, raspberries,
alpine strawberries, apples, pears (very small) and hazel nuts. There are still leeks and the kale
to pick. Quite an impressive selection though the quality and the quantity can be improved on.
Gardening is all about doing better next year and we will strive to improve. The potato plot was
cleared and a green manure sown which has germinated and will be dug in to improve fertility.
The children learn that gardening is not always successful as we all waited in vain for the cosmos
to flower. It usually has plenty flowers. The children sowed the seed which germinated well so it
has been a disappointment. Their sunflowers were enormous – well over 7’ (approx 2.3m) with
lovely flowers. The seeds will help feed the birds through the winter. The rest of the flower beds
have been very colourful right up to the first frosts.

School Lane Garden Continuted
Iain and I have had some great help in these sessions. Two
Monifieth High School boys, Hamish Baird and Finlay Millar, who
fortunately get home from school on a Friday at 2pm come into
the garden straight off the bus and help with whatever needs
doing.
Both have gone through their primary school years doing
sessions working in the garden so know the routine well. They
are doing this as part of their Duke of Edinburgh bronze award.
Invaluable help also comes from Elizabeth Steven, a keen gardener
herself so she knows exactly what needs doing. We were also
grateful to two parents who helped Elizabeth when we were on
holiday which meant the garden sessions continued.
This is a school and community garden so whether you want to
help or not, please come and have a look round with time for a
quiet seat at the rear of the garden. In case you are not aware,
the garden is just past the Hall’s disabled door, on the back lane
to the School. You are most welcome to visit.
Shiona Baird

Macmillan Coffee Morning - September
Our enterprise group raised a fantastic amount of £553.13! Thank you to
everyone who came along to support this wonderful community event. It
was extremely busy and all our pupils loved being part of an extremely
worthwhile fundraising experience.
Mission Children Toy Appeal
Our next coffee morning will be on Friday 13th December from 9.30am
– 11am. We are raising money for the Mission Children Toy Appeal. Any
money raised will allow our enterprise group to purchase toys to hand over
to support disadvantaged children in Tayside and Fife. We are also registered
as an official drop off point if you wish to donate your own gifts.
Rag Bag
Remember, if you’re having a clear out, clothing can be bagged up and put
in the collection bin that sits within the school playground. This can be done
at any time throughout the year, and the bin will be emptied when full or at
our next Rag Bag collection day. This is a great way to raise money for the
school. Our last Rag Bag collection raised £49.60 for our school. Thank you
for all your contributions!
Christmas
We have our Carol Singing taking place on Thursday 12th December at
6pm. Please come along and join us in singing a few carols around the village,
raising funds for Shelter and warming ourselves up with tea/ coffee/hot
chocolate afterwards in the school building.
Our drama group, led by Mrs Bateman, have been rehearsing for a play,
‘Toad of Toad Hall’. This will take place at the Church on Wednesday 11th
December at 2.30pm. Please come along and let our pupils entertain you!
Laura Cowper
Headteacher
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OPEN DAY
Saturday 23rd November
10:00 - 12:00
Auchterhouse Primary School Parent Council would like to invite you to visit
and take a tour of: Our newly refurbished school, Purpose built nursery
facilities, Beautiful gardens and grounds
Then enjoy some refreshments and a
chat with our staff and pupils

I.G ELECTRICAL
APPROVED
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTOR FOR
DOMESTIC,
COMMERCIAL &
INDUSTRIAL WORK

I
YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
FULLY QUALIFIED TO 18th EDITION WIRING REGS, NIC INPECTION AND TESTING, FULL
REWIRING, KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, SMOKE ALARMS, TV INSTALLATION, INSPECTION AND
TESTING, FAULT FINDING
CONTACT: IAIN GARDYNE, SMITHY HOUSE, DRONLEY
T: 07759333808, E: ig.electrical@outlook.com, FB: Igelectrical05

Lundie & Auchterhouse Curling Club
We started back on the ice on Saturday on 28 September in Forfar and 30 September in Dundee for
their opening Bonspiels. With us entering into the following leagues in Dundee – Seniors, Phin and
one of competitions in Dundee and in Forfar the Agricar and Novice and their one of competitions.
Andrew Skea and his winning team from last year in the Stirling played the Callendar Trophy on
Tuesday 8 October against Panmure Curling Club and after some interesting game we won into the
next round which will be played on 7 January in Forfar.
We held our Opening Bonspiel in Dundee on Tuesday 22 October 2019 thanks to Karen she arranged
a extra twist for the Pot Lid game which added extra fun with opening up special eggs. The extra
twist included all players to wear a hat. At the end of each game one player was nominated to open
egg to find out they had gain extra or lost points and each skip had a challenge to do to help to gain
more points for their team. Everyone had a great time along with our Juniors joining in with the fun.
After all the fun it was very close but there was one team who won which was skipped by Joy
Howat, and her team of Liz Furrie, Karen Smith and Sandi Buchan. Sandi Buchan and Innes
Skea won the best Hats on the night.
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Following our Opening Bonspiel we headed to Forfar to take part North and South Esk Century
Province our team was John Smith, Dave Smith, Karen Smith and Neil Mackintosh. It was a fun afternoon of Curling and out of 14 teams we game 5th overall.
Forfar Indoor Sports run a Shot of the month for the last few years and Octobers Shot was won by
our very own Steve Adam when he was playing in our Stirling League against John Skea team. He
played the perfect draw shot to win the game with the help of John and Jenny Arbuckle and Dave
Smith.
No time to relax when we headed down to Stranraer for our Annual Curling Weekend on Friday 1
November. There was 15 of us headed down with three teams playing over the weekend. We lost 2
and won 1 games we all had a great time and looking forward to next years trip down to Stranraer.
On Sunday 17 November we took over all 4 sheets of ice in Forfar for our Annual Club Bonspiel
with 3 Dundee Virtual Club Members joining us. We have 8 teams skipped by the following defending
Skip John Brown, Steve Adam, John Smith, John Skea, John Arbuckle, Susan Smith, Dave Smith and
Sandi Buchan. Playing a traditional game with team moving after 2 ends we all managed to play all
8 ends. Afterwards we headed to the bar something which followed awarding of prizes.
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Special prizes were awarded to Calum, Innes and Iona Skea for how well they played. President
Dave Smith presented the prizes and explained there are only two team winners. His team of Karen
Smith, Brian Taylor, Sarah Cox won the wooden spoons and the overall winning team was John
Skea, Liz Furrie, Iona Skea and Dan Gilmour.

As Club we have enjoyed a very busy start to the curling session and we are always looking for new
players and if you would like to find out more about Curling why not drop an email to Karen Smith or
Andrew Skea. We play mostly in Forfar with games in Dundee as you can see life is never dull at
Lundie and Auctherhouse curling Club we have loads of fun.
Contact details
E: secretary@curling.org.uk
T: 01307 461461
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Sidlaw Swoop
1 4 th D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 9
What is mountain bike orienteering ...
The essence of mountain bike orienteering is finding checkpoints scattered about the area to earn
points. The Sidlaw Swoop is a Christmas themed event based in Auchterhouse, just North of
Dundee. The main event is a 3 hour ͞ƐĐŽƌĞ͟ event and is approved by British Mountain Bike
Orienteering (BMBO). Ter
e rain includes minor roads, tracks, open hill and some single track.
You can enter as a solo, a pair or a generation team (adults and children) and the aim is to find as
many checkpoints as possible. Start times are staggered and you can choose your own routes.
When you are ready to start you will be given an ordnance survey map with all the checkpoints
marked on ʹ you can choose how many points to visit and when to return to base. Route choice is
important because you will lose points for every minute you are late!

For the children ...

Important Details
Auchterhouse Village
Hall, DD3 0QS
Register from 9.30am
Last start 11am

In addition to the main MBO score event there will be a
shorter event aimed at children. This will be a Christmas
themed cycling treasure hunt. Children must be
accompanied by an adult and can work in teams. They
will be given a map and a ͞ĚŝďďĞƌ ͟ to collect points to
exchange for Christmas prizes. Entry fees will £5 per child
(accompanying adults go free)

Entry fees ʹ adult day rider £15, youth £5, 10% discount on entries before 7/12/19
Please enter online so we can print the correct number of maps

www.bmbo.org.uk
All proceeds fo
or this event wiill be donated to local childrens͛ĐůƵď- Alyth Bike Club

The Snug @ Scotston
The Snug is a rural co working and hot desking space in Aucherhouse with a relaxing
atmosphere and all the comforts and facilities you could possibly need. If you are self
employed or work from home and are looking for a friendly place to work then come
along to meet us and take a look.
www.aileenbairdmarketing.co.uk/thesnugatscotston
E: aileen@aileenbairdmarketing.co.uk
T: 07919281405

