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Welcome to the fourteenth edition of the
Auchterhouse Newsletter
Thank you to everyone who submitted articles for issue 14.
There will be one more edition of the newsletter in 2017 in
November. Please send any content/articles to
aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.
If you are not already on our email distribution list please
send your email address to aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.
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Auchterhouse Sports Day
Dragon Boat Race
Kids Races
Auchterhouse Hill Race
Ceilidh
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AUCHTERHOUSE SPORTS DAY
SATURDAY 26th AUGUST

The Auchterhouse Sports Day is almost here! Auchterhouse Pipe Band will open the main sports
day at 1pm. We will then move on to our main event for this year, the Dragon Boat Race where
competitors can show off their hard work on their dragon boats and their skill at tackling our obstacle
course. Other events will run throughout the day, including the children’s races, Auchtathlon, and
judging of the competition entries for the home brew, vegetable sculpture and cupcake competitions.
We can’t wait to see some of the creative entries along the theme of Brexit. The Hill Race will take
place, as always at 3pm (£3 entry fee). This year to try and make the day run smoothly we will not
be presenting certificates but instead will be emailing out certificates to runners. On completion of
the race, runners will be presented with finishers medals and the main presentation of trophies will
take place around 4.30pm. Tshirts will be available in a range of sizes to purchase on the day as a
memento of the hill race.
Teas and coffees will be available throughout the afternoon from 2pm onwards. Donations of
sandwiches and baking for the tea and coffee stall and raffle prizes would be greatly appreciated on
the morning of the event. Entries for the homebrew, cupcake and vegetable sculpture competitions
should be brought along on the day. Rules for the competition can be found on our facebook page
– facebook.com/AuchterhouseSportsDay. If you require a copy but cannot access Facebook, please
email kelliesmith47@aol.com.
If you would like to volunteer to help out with any of the stalls on the day or would like to help
in other ways by donating raffle prizes or cake/ sandwiches please contact any of the committee
members selling tickets for the ceilidh.
We’re sure you’ll agree that this is a great community event, with a fun atmosphere, where
friendships are made. We look forward to seeing everyone there!
2

Auchterhouse Sports Day Ceilidh
Saturday 26th August, 7:30pm
Tickets for the, not to be missed, evening Ceilidh are now on sale
priced at £10 per adult and £2 per child. This price includes a burger
roll or sausage on a roll and entry to the Ceilidh. This year’s band
are again, the wonderful Alba Ceilidh Band who dazzled us last year.

Contacts for
buying Ceilidh
Tickets
Dan Gilmour
Tel: 320303
Jenny Baird
Tel: 320286
Kellie Smith
Tel: 320285

The marquee will then be open for the evening ceilidh from 7.30pm
with the band starting at 8pm. The BBQ will be open from 7.30pm
to 9pm so that you can exchange your Ceilidh ticket for a burger or
sausage so please remember to bring your ticket along with you, as
well as your own snacks and BYOB. As the band were such a success
last year we immediately booked them for this year and look forward
to welcoming them back. The Hideaway Experience have kindly agreed
to sponsor the evening ceilidh, helping us with contributions towards
the running of the event.
Children are welcome to come along, with most of them choosing to
play in the park. Please be aware however, that children attending
the event should have an adult who is responsible for them.
There will also be a raffle, with tickets available during the day and
the beginning of the ceilidh. We have some good raffle prizes so far
with donations from local businesses. All donations of raffle prizes
will be gratefully received.
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As usual, the annual Auchterhouse Hill Race will start at 3pm this year. Online entries are
now open (https://goo.gl/forms/8vebFCZwvIBy2fKZ2) and we would encourage
you to sign up online to save queueing on the day to complete your entry. Payment of
£3 can be made on the day when you collect your race number.
This year’s Hill Race is being very generously sponsored by Auchterhouse Country Sports.
They have kindly donated 2 trophies for our new age categories* in this year’s event as
well as our new race numbers. We will also have finishers medals being awarded at the
finish line thanks to our sponsorship.
Age categories for this year’s race are: Under 10 *, Under 14, Under 21 local, Under 21
non local,Veteran (40 – 59), Supervet * (60+)
Please note that runners can only qualify for one age category, e.g. someone aged 13
would only win the under 14 category and not the under 21 category as well. The first
overall winner, first local winner and first lady, also have awards associated with them. In
a change to previous years, certificates will be emailed out instead of being awarded on
the day. This will save us time on the day. Also in a change to previous years, we will
have “Auchterhouse Hill Race” T-shirts available to buy in a range of sizes on the day.
We’re sure you’ll agree they make a great memento.
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DRAGON BOAT RACE
The opening event at this year’s Sports Day is a Dragon Boat Race! Grewars Farm
Shop have kindly sponsored this exciting event.
The Dragon Boats will be judged on their appearance and their speed on completing
our assault course.
Boats entering the competition should be manned by 4 people, and all 4 should still
be in the boat by the end of the obstacle course. It must have a figurehead of any
description and should be able to negotiate an obstacle course. Points will be
awarded for speed, durability and looks.
We can’t wait to see some of your designs but here are a couple of ideas to help
you out!
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Community Council Update - May to August

Police matters
The main message from the Police is to be aware of cyber attack with ransom
demands if your computer is ‘taken over.’ Back up all your files. There have not
been any reported incidents in our area. Report anything suspicious to Police on
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
Planning
An application has been received by Angus Council for an extension to a house
on Old Whisky Road which is awaiting a decision. All earlier applications have
been passed.
BT Phone Box
BT has gone quiet on the adoption of the phone box. When it is transferred to
us, we will need suggestions for putting it to good use. School pupils have been
asked to participate. If you have a good idea, please pass it Garry Stewart at
Drummuir@btinternet.com or Tel 320339.
Playing Field
Play Equipment: The installation of some new play equipment has been completed
and will be available for Sports Day. More items will be added later.
Toilets: The Council have agreed to take over the internal maintenance and cleaning
of the toilets after some outstanding problems are rectified by Angus Council.
Minute Taker
Mhairi Yule has agreed to join our Council to take minutes and will start in October.
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AUCHTERHOUSE WEATHER - January to June 2017
By John Brush
January 2017 was a surprisingly dry month,
with only 26.3mms of rain recorded. There were
only 3 days when snow was recorded and on
the 13th, we had about 6cms level snow, but
this did not last. Otherwise there was nothing
conspicuous to report although the minimum
temperature on the night of the 13th to the
14th of -7.8°C was quite low. February was
a much wetter month with 83.4mms of rain.
There were 7 days when snow was recorded but
it was reluctant to lie for any time except on the
24th when I recorded 5cm. Towards the end of
the month there were quite a number of windy
days with a maximum wind speed of 61mph
from the West recorded on the 21st.
March was an average month with no snow
recorded and the sunshine record of 139.7
hours was above the average for this month
of 116.4 hours. Rainfall was 63.2mms, slightly
below the mean. April was a sunny and very dry
month, only 8.8mms of rain fell which is 15% of
average. Sunshine was 173.3 hours, 27% above
average.

May was a very sunny month with 230.8 hours,
38.5% above average. The 25th produced a
maximum temperature of 23.6° which at the
time of writing (21st July) is the highest of the
year so far. Rainfall during May was close to the
average. June was characterised by cloudy skies
and the sunshine that month was only 106.8
hours, or 74.2% of average.
The rainfall was 135.3mms which is 201% of
average. I guess farmers may have been glad to
see some of the rain but the average temperature
during June was 12.5°C which is close to the
normal mean for that month. There was a gale
of 64mph from WNW on the 7th which was
quite unusual for June. In short, it looked as
if we were in for a typical Scottish summer. My
report at the end of the year will give a verdict
on that score when the whole year's figures are
available.
John Brush
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Proposed twinning of
Auchterhouse with Guiche, France

Guiche and Auchterhouse
Twinning Meeting
Tuesday 5th September
Auchterhouse Village Hall, 7:30pm
We are making great progress with our twinning planning with
Guiche in the South West of France. Please come along to our
1st public meeting to discuss the next steps in the twinning
process, how it can benefit the folk of Auhterhouse, visits to
Guiche and us hosting our French friends here.
Whether you can speak French fluently, have a little French or
have no French at all and would like the opportunity to make
new friends, this could be a fun opportunity. We hope to see
many of you there.
If you would like to get in contact with us directly please email
aileenmbaird@yahoo.com or kelliesmith47@aol.com
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Dronley Community Woodland - Update
The Trustees of Dronley Community Woodland (DCW) have been making
good progress on the administration side of the project to purchase the
wood from the Forestry Commission. DCW now has official charitable
status as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO).
Charitable status enables the group to open a bank account which
is now being achieved.
The Trustees are moving on to complete Stage 1 of the Scottish
Land Fund (SLF) application, seeking tenders for a feasibility study
and business plan. Costings of the tenders will be submitted to SLF for
support funding. The successful consultant will hopefully start work in
October delivering a report in time for a proposed application to the
Community Asset Transfer Scheme (CATS) team, early next year.
This is proving to be a long drawn out and involved process, not
least the remembering of all the acronyms!
The Trustees are hosting another community engagement event at the
Auchterhouse Sports Day on Saturday August 26th from 1 – 4.30pm
being held in Auchterhouse Village Park. There will be a display with
an opportunity to talk to trustees and submit your ideas of how you
would like to see the wood being managed and developed. We would
be very pleased to hear from people with specific skills in the area of
community development and /or asset transfers as well as walkers
and those who enjoy being in the wood.
Shiona Baird (Chair)

9

AUCHTERHOUSE

S COT T I S H W O M E N ’ S I N S T I T U T E
Meetings held 3rd Monday of the month

September - May
Auchterhouse
Village Hall at 7:30pm

New Syllabus starts
18th September
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The School Lane Garden
This summer has been challenging in the garden apart from the variable weather. The
school term ended on a high with the pupils sowing and planting a wide range of vegetables. They planted out flowers including gladioli which over wintered well and are now
flowering for the fifth year.
The nursery pupils were very impressive showing amazing skill in planting out the sunflower plants they had sown earlier in the year. Watching them dig holes then tip the
plant pots upside down, carefully squeeze till the plant came out, placing them in the
holes then firming them in, was a wonderful sight. Then both plants and children were all
well watered, a job all the children love!
The one job the older children still love doing is mowing the grass. They were not pleased
when the early dry weather meant that the grass simply hadn't grown enough! The donated water lily and iris have been planted in the bath tub but though the lily is growing
well, I think the pond needs to be in a more open position to encourage it to flower. We
will have a discussion with the children to find a better site.
13
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School Garden (cont)

These children are learning so much more than just gardening.
Apart from dexterity skills they are absorbing science, botany,
biology and maths, hopefully lessons which will serve them
well in the future.
Early crops of sugar snap peas, snowball turnips and the
sweetest of rasps were given to the church congregation.
We gratefully received generous donations enabling us to
purchase two more children size garden forks. There is still
plenty fruit and veg for the children to sample and take
home.
Sadly the garden suffered through the summer as I was
housebound with eye problems. The two helpers had other
work which kept them away from the garden so the weeds
had a field day. It does underline the perilous position this so
worthwhile venture is in. We really do need a couple more
willing helpers, even for an hour a week.
Shiona Baird
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk
Phone: 320435

Sidlaw Churches
We are so lucky to have found a minister to replace David Collins who only retired
last June. His name is Jean de Villiers, from South Africa, married to Alison, with
two young children, Dietrich 5, who will start at Murroes school when they move
into the Manse and 2 year old Moya.
Jean has been at Balshagray Victoria Park Church, Glasgow for six months training
on the ways of the Church of Scotland, which could not be any more different from
what he has been used to. The family will move into the manse this weekend. Our
recently purchased four bedroom with annex manse is situated in the new housing
estate at Ballumbie, which is in the Parish of Murroes. The address is 29 Oak Loan,
Broughty Ferry, DD5 3UQ
The Call for Jean, which must be in the hands of the Presbytery by next week,
will be in the Church for signing 3-4pm and 6-7 pm on Thursday 24th and Church
Sunday 27th 9.30 – 10.30. The call must be signed by as many members or anyone
connected to the Church. Jean will then be inducted to be Minister of Auchterhouse,
Monikie & Newbigging and Murroes & Tealing on 8th September at 7.00pm in
Auchterhouse Church followed by supper in the village Hall. All are welcome,
please give Jean as much support as we can.
We have been very fortunate in being given Gordon McBean as our Intern Moderator.
Gordon has steered the Nominating Committee through the procedure with nothing
but professionalism. We would not have been in this happy situation but for him. To
show our appreciation there will be a collection for Gordon on the next two Sundays
in all Churches. He will get presented with a gift at the Induction. We will also have
a collection for Rev Jean on the same Sundays for a welcome gift from the
Churches.
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Sidlaw Churches (continuted)
The only down side to this is that Rev. Mike Mair has to resign. Mike
gave us his resignation on 14th of August. Mike will preach his last
service at Monikie on 27th August at 11.15, Murroes 3rd September
at 9.30 and Auchterhouse at 11.00 on the 3rd September. We have
all enjoyed Mike’s slant on our services, his cheery laugh on the
walks, how he has helped many of us at our lowest and celebrated
with us on our highs. Mike we will miss you, but enjoy your next
chapter. It has been said that he will be a hard act to follow, but
we are not following but moving on to a new chapter in the Church.
Jean is young (no offence Mike), full of life and enthusiasm. With our
help and Gods guidance I am confident he will be a great asset to
the Churches.
The last of the Church walks will be this Sunday 27th meeting at
2.30pm at St Andrews. Cannot find my bit paper with where, so
for further information look on the Church web site www. Sidlawchurches.org.uk.
If there is anything you wish to know about Church matters contact
me on balluderon@madasafish.com or our Church secretary
Caroline Taylor is in the office In Murroes Hall every Thursday
between 10.30am and 3pm. e-mail
office@sidlawchurches.org.uk

