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Welcome to the 1st newsletter of 2019. Its packed full
of interesting news and info on community
clubs/groups/projects.
Thanks to Liam Yule and Leigh Cressweller Eros for the
use of their fantastic photoraphy in this edition. The
next newsletter will be published in May. Please send
any content/articles to aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.
Please keep using our newsletter Facebook page to
share details of any local events/groups or information
that benefits our community.
Defibrillator
The village defibrillator is positioned
within the phone box on the main street.
It is easily accessible and ready for use
by anyone who needs it. New training
sessions will be announced soon.
Cover photo: Liam Yule
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Community Council Update - November to February

Angus Local Development Plan
A subgroup of the CC investigated the option to submit a recommendation for more
housing in Auchterhouse in the upcoming review the Angus Local Development Plan.
The main driver was to increase the school roll but after consultation with the school
parent council and head teacher it was felt that there was no immediate threat
especially as the nursery will be reopening in August this year.
School Nursery
Angus Council are investing over £60,000 to refurbish the school nursery. The work
will start in the spring and the nursery will reopen in August this year. Placement
applications can be submitted from 2nd April.

BT Phone Box
The Defibrillator has been installed and is ready for use by the public. We are
exploring other uses for the phone box as there is plenty of space available. If
anyone has any ideas, please send them to: comcouncil@auchterhouse.com

Dronley Wood
The wood is still owned by Forest Enterprise Scotland (soon to be known as
Forestry and Land Scotland or FLS) but should pass to Dronley Community
Woodland within the next few weeks.
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Community Council Update - November to February

Planning
Withdrawn: 18/00956/PRIORN for an agricultural building at Kirkton of Auchterhouse.
New: 19/00066/FULL to build a new, single storey house in the garden of
Yowtrummle in Auchterhouse.

Playing Field Toilets
The CC has taken over management of the toilet block and it will be cleaned twice a
month from November - March and every week during April - October.

Fly Tipping
The Sidlaw area has been highlighted as being an area experiencing high levels of
fly tipping. Debbie Gowans of the Criminal Justice team has been in touch to say
that the community payback service can assist with uplift of fly tipping should we
wish it. Please contact her on - 01307 474769.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on 18th April at 7.00pm in the hall.
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The wood is still owned by Forest Enterprise Scotland (soon to be
known as Forestry and Land Scotland or FLS) but should pass to
Dronley Community Woodland within the next few weeks.
Conveyancing that should have taken about a month will end up
taking more than 6. Partly, this may be because we have been one
of the first communities to purchase a wood (we have been the
guinea pigs) but mainly it is because FES is a shambles to put it
mildly and they do not co-operate with the Forestry Conservancy
people (the controllers of Scotland’s woods and forests - regardless
of who owns them). We have had to clear a few late hurdles put in
our way but now see light at the end of the tunnel.
While waiting for the purchase, a lot of effort has been put into 2
developments that are planned:
1. The creation of an all-abilities path along the north side of the
wood. This will involve clearing a corridor for about 800M of
fallen or dangerous trees then laying a 1.5M wide path suitable
for wheelchair users. An application has been made to Angus
LEADER for 90% funding of this £41,275 project, which will also
include bench seating, picnic tables, a main notice board and
several information boards. Applications have been made to
other funders to part fund this.
2. Gillian Tuddenham and Elizabeth Denyer have been planning a
very ambitious Forest School; drawing up a constitution; undertaking training and determining the equipment and insurance
cover needed for our Auchterhouse children. The start date for
the first session is Monday 29th April.
www.dronleywood.org
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Dronley Wood (continuted)
We have been awarded the funding to pay for
a part-time manager of the wood for the 1st
2 years of ownership. Preparatory work for
recruiting this self employed person is underway.
All the plans we have to improve the wood
for the benefit of the community will hopefully
soon start. Then we will invite volunteers to
join in regular work parties which should be
rewarding as well as fun. Local fundraising
for this will be necessary and we hope the
community will respond with generous donations.
Our website www.dronleywood.org will give
details for this but any enquiries can be made
to:
Garry Stewart
Email: Drummuir@btinternet.com
Tel: 01382 320339

Photo: Leigh Cressweller Eros

HND Qualified Beauty Therapist with 18 years experiences in industry.
Based in the Auchterhouse area, I offer a range of beauty and aesthetic
treatments including: Microneedling, Dermaplaning, Chemical Peels, Lash Extensions,
Shellac, Waxing & Tinting treatments. My full treatment list can be viewed through
my Facebok page Zara Campbell Beauty Aesthetics or for any please queries
contact me on 07711825525

AUCHTERHOUSE WEATHER 2018
By John Brush
The year 2018 started off with a pretty cold
January, with 18 days of air frost and an average
temperature of 1.2°C which is 1.4° lower than
the mean temperature for that month. February
was not much better, in fact the mean temperature
was exactly the same as January's, and that is
1.8° below the average for that month. March
was still unusually cold with a mean temperature
of 2.0° which is 2.8° below average. By April,
the mean temperature was almost correct for
that month. An indication that it was cold was
that there was snow lying for 7 days in January,
5 days in February and 8 days during March.
2018 will also be remembered as a year when
the summer months were unusually sunny,
with the best months being May, June and July.
Although May is not really a summer month,
grouping June, July and August does not give
such a good result. I normally use the years
1996 to 2010 to work out the averages.

It is accepted that there may be trends in more
recent years (due to global warming etc) and
these may affect the result but these years
seem to work well as an indication of the
means.
The total annual sunshine was 1,478.9 hours
which compares favourably with the long term
average of 1,365.2 hours. This is 8.3% greater
than average. For the months of May, June and
July the total sunshine was 657 hours, the
average for these months being 461.5 hours,
i.e. these 3 months were 42% greater than the
average. So now you can see one reason why
we felt we had good summer weather. The
rainfall for these months was also below
average at 149.3mms, the average being
191.8mm for these same 3 months, or 22%
below average.
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AUCHTERHOUSE WEATHER 2017 - CONTINUED
By John Brush
Rainfall for the year was 850mms, which is slightly less than the average figure of 879mms. The
months of March and November were the wettest months. The stream in Wally's Wynd was dry
from about May through to nearly the end of November, I can't remember it being so dry before,
even 1976 (the year of the exceptional summer for which I happen to have the rainfall) the
annual rainfall was a surprising 900mms.
Mean temperature for the year is 8.0°C which is almost equal to the long term average of 7.9°.
There were 6 days when I recorded what are classified as gales, the highest being on the 19th of
September when 82mph was reached from the SW. Mean wind speed for the year was 10.6mph.
Unfortunately I have had serious problems with my weather station, which means the website
doesn't currently display wind, barometer, sun and rain in the normal fashion. It still shows
temperature and humidity and assorted other information including forecasts. I apologise for
this situation and am working as fast as possible to get things working again.
If anyone feels like donating to the weather station, I will be most grateful. It costs a great deal
to keep the station running. The main computer is almost 5 years old, and although I have a
spare (which is even older) if the main computer stops working then the station is likely to go
off air which would be a pity as I now have a pretty complete record from 1996 (and some
earlier data from other family sources).
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I would just like to introduce myself as the new Head Teacher at
Auchterhouse Primary School. My previous role was as Principal
Teacher at Monikie and Newbigging Primary Schools and I am
delighted to be given the opportunity to be part of the
Auchterhouse Community.
One of the ideas we are most excited by is beginning our project
on Auchterhouse Hill. This is a long-term project, bringing in as
many elements of our curriculum as possible – which should be
easy as we are aware that Auchterhouse Hill is an area rich in
history, geography and science! We will be walking up the hill on
several occasions and using it to write stories and information
texts, as well as creating art in several different media. We are
hoping this will culminate in an exhibition in early 2020. We are
so lucky to have several parents who have already volunteered
to use their skills to broaden our students experiences, so if you
feel you have something that would help us get the most out of
this project, please do get in touch!
Finally, wee rural schools are often at the heart of their community
and we would very much like to make this relationship as tangible
as possible. Before Christmas, we held a Memorial service and
we also went carol singing – we plan to have more of these
events which you would all be very welcome to join us in.
I look forward to working with the children, parents, staff and
community to continue making Auchterhouse Primary the best
place for all learners!
Laura Cowper
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Auchterhouse Baby & Toddler Group
Auchterhouse baby and toddler group meets every Monday morning, 9:30-11am, in
the church.
Relaxed play and chatter with a cup of coffee, a lovely way to start the week.
Mums, Dads, Grannies, Grandads, Carers all very welcome.
Phone Pauline on 07851236522 for more information.

The George V Park
Toilets Auchterhouse
Angus Council has handed over the management of the Park toilets to the Community Council.
We are now responsible for the cleaning and general management of the toilets and by doing so
we have full confidence that this very necessary facility remains open. Three teenagers responded
to our advert and are going to work on a rota basis, month about. At present we are asking them
to clean twice a month through the winter months, November – March inclusive and weekly
through the remainder of the year. It is very gratifying that these young people have come forward
to take on this task. I have been told by outsiders that this is remarkable as they have met with no
response in their communities.
SO PLEASE, as users, make sure that you act responsibly and do not abuse the facilities. We all
need to play our part in looking after community amenities. This also includes the recycling bins
next door. Angus Council is to be conducting a pilot project, installing a food waste container for
folk to use, particularly for those out with the village boundary, who have had this service withdrawn.
Please use the bins responsibly and do not leave anything on the ground around any of the bins.
If anyone has ideas for enhancing the toilet facilities then please let me know.
Shiona Baird
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 01383 320435
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Auchterhouse
Village Hall
The community of Auchterhouse is very fortunate to have the use of the fine old Hall in the
centre of the village. The Hall is owned by Angus Council and is used by the school for lunches
and all the other activities which require indoor space. In an agreement signed in 1999, the Hall
Committee took on the official management of the Hall. There had long been a Hall Committee
looking after the Hall for the use of the community. The members, then and now, are representatives
of the groups using the Hall as well as 6 members of the community. The Committee registered
as an Unincorporated Charity with OSCR in 1999 (the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator),
gaining charitable status.
Angus Council did a superb job of refurbishing the Hall in 2016. New curtains and chairs were
then purchased from our own funds. The 200 Club prize draw provides a regular source of income
along with the very reasonable rents asked of the users. Now in 2019, the present committee is
happy that we have a great facility for the use of the community.
HOWEVER, the present Committee have all been involved for many years and would like to stand
aside to allow others to come forward. The Hall could be used far more frequently, for the benefit of
all, if some of the “younger” members of the community came forward with new ideas and new energy.
-<<article continuted on next page>>12
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Auchterhouse
Village Hall
Currently we meet on a quarterly
basis, on the fourth Thursday of
April, September and January at
7.30pm. The AGM is to be held on
Thursday April 25th at 7.30pm. We
would not expect new members to
take on any of the main roles this
year so please don’t be put off
coming to the AGM.
Please give this serious thought.
No Hall Committee means the Hall
would revert back to Angus Council
with a massive hike in rents and
possible restrictions in the hours
of use. Nobody would want to see
that!
I do hope to see some new faces at
the AGM. If you are interested but
unable to come to the April meeting
please let me know.
Shiona Baird (Chair)
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01382 320435

Did you know that the Auchterhouse Village
Hall can be booked for many different types
of events?
£8 - meeting/club
£25 - children’s party
£30 - fundraising/charity event
£50 - christneing or private adult party
Call Helen Smith 0n 01383 320312 to make a
booking.

SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY 24TH AUGUST 2019
Keep an eye on www.auchterhousesportsday.com for all the latest news!

Auchterhouse
Pipe Band
We are looking for new members
(either beginners or experienced
players).
We meet in Auchterhouse Hall on
Wednesday nights from 7 – 9pm.

Sidlaw Churches News
If anyone would like to meet and have tea/
coffee and gingerbread with Rev. Jean there is an
opportunity on the 2nd Tuesday of every month in
the Church vestry. Between 11am and 1pm. All
are welcome to turn up.
Continuing the very popular Desert Island Hymns.
On Sunday 10th March at 6.30pm we will have
Neil Dewar (one of our elders), who we promise
will be very entertaining.
Easter Services dates are not finalised yet but will
be announced soon.

Photo: Liam Yule

If you are interested, contact Neil
Melville (Band Chairman) on 07842
496606.

This year is Auchterhouse
Country Sports 16th Annual
Ladies Charity Day. Over
the last 15 years we have
raised over £54,000
for various charities.
This years charity is is
D.O.G Rescue Cyprus, this
is where we rescued our
dog Eric from 4 years ago.
They do an amazing job &
help to rescue & re-home
hundreds of dogs each
year. On the day we run a
raffle, silent & main auction.
We are on the look out for
prizes.
Can you help or know anyone
who can donate? It’s a
great way to promote your
business to 150 ladies all
over Scotland.

If you can help please let Emma know either by:
Email: info@auchterhousecountrysports.co.uk or call 320476. Thank you in advance.
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club
It has been another busy start to 2019 for Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling
Club at home in Dundee and Forfar Curling Rinks and abroad. In January
9 of our members headed out to Switzerland as some of our members
also part of the Wengen club which only plays once a year.
This year our very own Bruce Buchan is the president of the Wengen
Club. All our members had an amazing time and enjoyed Curling outdoors
in the sunshine and catching up with fellow curlers from Scotland and
from around the world.

Back home the Club continued to play in local competitions and our
Internal leagues. We qualified through to the second round of the Angus
Challenge in Forfar. It came down to a nail-biting finish after eight ends
we drew against Fettercairn. The skips had to play another stone to get
through to the next round. Sadly we were not the successful team on
the night but we had a great game, and that is the most important
aspect of Curling… the enjoyment of playing the stones.
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club
We are all doing well in the Novice league at Forfar, currently sitting at 3rd place with a few more
games to play. We have also played in several Province games including the Grant Trophy in Forfar
against AWW from Aberdeen. On 24th February Dave Smith and his team of John and Jenny Arbuckle
and Eva Bell head down to Murrayfield to take part in the Waldie Griffith on Tuesday 4 March. Mungo
Howat will be taking part in the Tennent Caledonian at Dundee Ice Arena. At the end of March, two
teams will be heading back down to take part in the Dalrymple Cup at North West Castle, Stranraer.
It's not long now till the end of the season. On Saturday 31st March we will take part in the Forfar
Closing Bonspiel.
If you are interested in trying Curling please let us by email secretary@curling.org.uk or through
Facebook page LundieAndAuchterhouseCurlingClub.
Karen Smith
Club Secretary
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