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Issue 15 - November 2017

This is our last newsletter for 2017 and features some
festive content to get you into the Christmas Spirit.
There will be 4 editions of the newsletter in 2018 in
February, May, August and November. Please send
any content/articles to aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.
If you are not already on our email distribution list
please send your email address to
aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.
We also have a Facebook newsletter page. Please use it
to share details of any local events/groups or information
that benefits our community.
Thank you to everyone who submitted articles for this
issue and throughout 2017.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Community Council Update - August to November

Police matters raised by PC Gail Beattie
There have been a number of break-ins and thefts in our area. Keep your property
secure at all times. Leave a light or a radio on when not at home. Report
anything suspicious to Police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Planning
An application to demolish agricultural buildings near the Balkello reservoir and
build a dwelling house has been submitted by the owner.

BT Phone Box
We are now the owners of the phone box. Suggestions for its use will be
discussed at our December meeting. A good clean and repaint is required.

Playing Field Toilets
It has been agreed that we will take over the management of these toilets which
have been badly neglected in recent years. Angus council have agreed to carry out
some renovation before the handover. This will hopefully include new urinals in the
Gents and automatic door closers.
Road/Traffic Matters
Planned road repairs for the Brae are now in progress.
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Community Council Update - August to November

Twinning
Auchterhouse Twinning Association held its AGM in October. The twinning with
Guiche, in south west France, is progressing with a visit from folk in Guiche
planned for next August to coincide with Sports Day.

Dronley Wood
The DCW Board has appointed consultants to help with a feasibility study to
determine the practical developments that could be undertaken in the wood which
would benefit the community. Their draft report will be available in November for
consultation. Following on from that a business plan will be produced to cover the
first 5 years of ownership by the community.
Playing Field Equipment
New play equipment has been installed by Angus Council.

Community Council Membership
Ian Clark has retired from the council and was thanked for his service. Mhairi Yule,
who has been appointed Minute Taker for our meetings, agreed to take his place
and was welcomed.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on 14th Dec at 7.00pm – not 21st Dec as originally
planned
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Sidlaw Churches
Rev Jean de Villiers is settling in very well and getting used to our ways and us to his. He is really
a breath of fresh air and has lots of ideas on how to bring the Church into the 21st Century. We
will just have to give him all the help and encouragement he is obviously going to need.
David Roulston has once again painted a lovely picture of the Church which is available to
purchase as blank cards. £5 for 10. They are in the Church or let me know if you would like
some. Profits to go to charity.
Auchterhouse Tots Club is proving to be very successful. It meets in the Church 1st and 2nd
Friday of the month from 10am to 11.30am. Coffee and tea is provided. Please bring a ‘grown
up’ with you.
Donations for the food bank are collected in the Church every Sunday. Then delivered on the
Monday after the 1st Sunday. Mike Mair started us delivering to the food bank and has been so
well received that it is something we would like to continue doing but it does need all our
support.
Contacting the Minister Jean can be contacted by email: jdevilliers@churchofscotland.org.uk or
01382351680 or 07532702849.
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Sidlaw Churches
Carol Singing
All welcome—raising money for Shelter. Please meet at the Village Hall.
Thursday 14th December, 6:30pm
Sunday 17th December, 6:30pm

Christmas Family service and Baptism
Sunday 17th December, 11.00am

Christmas Eve
Sunday 24th December, 9.30am
Sunday 24th December, 11.30pm

New Year’s Eve (United Service)
Sunday 31st December, 10.00am, in Tealing Hall
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The 2018 Auchterhouse Primary School Calendar is available
for everyone to buy for £6. Why not buy one for yourself
and send them to your family this Christmas.
The calendars are on sale at:

2018
Auchterhouse
Primary
School
Calendar

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grewars Farm Shop
The Pear Tree
Auchterhouse Country Sports
Pirie’s Butcher shop
Newtyle shop and PO
Pine Cone Cafe
Birkhill Co op
Auchtehouse Church
Auchterhouse SWRI
Louise Buchan Open Studio on Saturday 25th –
Sunday 26th November
• Auchterhouse Christmas Fayre on Saturday 25th
November
• Piperdam Christmas Fayre on Sunday 26th November
& Sunday 3rd December
• Tealing Christmas Fayre on Sunday 3rd December
They are selling really well now that we are approaching
Christmas.... grab yours while stocks last!
All proceeds made from the calendar will go towards building
a library for the pupils of Auchterhouse Primary School. Many
thanks to Sandra Ewing from Downfield Studio for taking
such beautiful photos of Auchterhouse for the calendar.

Auchterhouse School Nursery
Reopening in August 2018
Since Auchterhouse School Nursery was mothballed in June
this year the Parent Council and our Head Teacher Mrs Small
have been working with Angus Council to find a way to
reopen the nursery.
Toward the end of October we had a very positive meeting
with Dawn Archibald, Service Manager for Early Years in
Angus Council. The main focus of the meeting was to
determine what we could say in promotion materials/social
media posts about full day care so that we can attract more
kids so the nursery can be reopened.
But, Dawn had other ideas for our nursery and told us she
plans to reopen it in August 2018 as an outdoor/indoor
model offering 4 full days and 1 half day of care. An ecodome (like a glamping pod) will be built in the grounds to
offer an outdoor nursery experience similar to what has
been created at Invararity nursery school this year.
Dawn has confirmed that we can start to lay the groundwork
to promote our new nursery between now and January to get
prospective kids and parents interested. Then from January
Angus Council will also advertise our outdoor/indoor nursery
to all the Monifieth cluster schools so that any child in the
area can request a place.
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Auchterhouse School Nursery continued

Local kids will, of course, be guaranteed a place with others
joining from the cluster schools area. The provision of full days
at our nursery will attract more children and Dawn even talked
about the possibility of after school clubs too should there be
demand. This is all fantastic news for our school and more
information will follow as soon as we have it.
If you are interested in sending your 3 or 4 year old child to
the newly opened nursery in August 2018 please contact Mrs
Small, Head Teacher on 01382 536666. You can also attend an
information evening to discuss the progress of the nursery
reopening at Auchterhouse Primary School on Monday 27th
November at 18:30
If you know of a local family that might be interested in our
new nursery please pass on the above info to them.
Please help us by spreading the word and supporting the
nursery to ensure it thrives.
The Parent Council can be contacted at:
auchterhouseparentcouncil@yahoo.com.
Thanks.
Caroline Millar
Chair of the Auchterhouse School Parent Council
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Auchterhouse Christmas Fayre
Saturday 25th November, 12 noon - 4pm
The Auchterhouse Christmas Fayre is on Saturday 25th November in the village hall from 12
noon -4pm. The proceeds from stall sales are going towards my fundraising for my involvement
with an NGO in Cambodia next year, where I will be volunteering as a qualified teacher during my
school summer holidays. There are a huge range of stalls on offer, many selling gifts and products
made / sold locally. There will be beauty products, candles, soaps, hampers, jewellery, handbags,
home made food, sweet treats and ceramic crafts. Photography vouchers and a local calendar will
be on sale, along with a selection of products from Auchterhouse Country Sports. A stall to build
a teddy and a tombola will also be there on the day. We hope that the fayre will provide inspiration
and perfect gifts for Christmas, as well as bringing some festive fun to the village.
Liam Sturrock
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School Lane Garden
Garden activities this term have been hampered by wet weather. If it rains
on a Friday then the children are not able to come out. However the Fridays
when they have come out, they have all worked well, though a few need
a bit more encouraging than others to stick to some jobs. The lawn was
mowed to a bowling green, though clipping the edges does not appeal as
much. Lifting the vegetables certainly does, though the variable weather
did produce variable crops. That’s gardening! Onions and peas did well
but beetroot and carrots failed again. Even the runner beans suffered
with the cooler wetter summer. The brassicas did well with much better
cauliflowers this year. However the fruit is the big success story with
the odd summer raspberry, a few autumn raspberries and the alpine
strawberries causing great excitement. The young apple and plum trees
also produced amazing crops for such new trees and strange as it may
seem the rhubarb still appealed to some children!
The garden has been cropped now for about 5 years and we think the
soil needs a bit of attention. The compost bins are slowly rotting down
but will probably need another year to be really ready. Too much big
stalky material has been put in but it is hard to stop the children when
they are on a mission to throw everything in.
The flower beds have put on a wonderful display especially the one at
the top of the stone path. The vast majority of these flowers were self
seeded from last year’s annuals. It proves that an annual is not really
an annual and is happy to keep growing and seeding if the winter is not
too cold. What a saving in money, time and effort. Sometimes gardening
is just about letting nature do its own thing!
Shiona Baird

AUCHTERHOUSE
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Auchterhouse Village Hall
New members welcome
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Entertainment from Kirrie The Fit
Gin tasting from The Tow Bar
Buffet supper

Dronley Community Woodland - Update
There is real progress in this ambitious project. We heard in early
October that we were successful in gaining Stage 1 funding from
the Scottish Land Fund to appoint and fund a consultant to prepare
a business plan. The consultant we have chosen is Duncan Bryden
Associates, based in Tomatin, with business partner Graeme Scott
who will be looking at the financial viability of our proposed plans.
The Trustees have met twice already with the consultants and several
walks round the wood have given them a good feel for the various
ideas put forward by the community. We hope to have the business
plan (including the forest management plan) completed by early
December.
The second ideas-gathering opportunity at the Sports Day in August
was extremely useful in adding to the ideas already put forward by
the public in June and we have come up with provisional priorities for
the first five years to include in the business plan. Engaging with you
all in the community is hugely important. If you were unable to make
either of these dates, please do not hesitate to let us have your thoughts
on how the wood should be developed for both nature and people.
Clearing and re-instating lost paths is a priority for the business plan
as is improving the hard surfaced track to improve access for all. The
trees need a good deal of thinning in places and removal of dead trees
without disturbing crucial wildlife habitats. We haven't proposed
substantial clear-felling and hope to avoid it as much as possible.
Hopefully the timber can be a resource for the community to provide
some income for the ongoing work.
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Dronley Community Woodland (continued)
From among the popular priorities suggested for the woodland we have initially suggested a wooden,
off- grid, multi purpose building with an outdoor classroom, play area, composting toilet and storage
area, the Forest School, the Gruffalo Trail and a picnic area with tables. We know how much the
wood is used by dog walkers and we are still contemplating the pros and cons of dog waste bins.
As we move towards the Community Asset Transfer application (to demonstrate we are well enough
organised to buy and manage the wood) followed by the application to purchase the wood through
a Stage 2 grant from the Scottish Land Fund, we need to focus on what funds we, as a community,
can raise to complement the Stage 2 funding we are hoping to get. The Scottish Land Fund only
provides an average of 80% of the needed capital funding for successful applications. We need to
demonstrate the commitment and support of the community in a tangible way as well as seeking
funding for the balance elsewhere from Trusts etc. Any funding ideas, offers of fundraising help, or
donations at this crucial stage will be a very valuable contribution. The purchase of the wood is for
the benefit of the community so it does need the whole community to engage wherever possible.
We'll keep you posted and there will be further opportunity for consultation and feedback from you.
Shiona Baird
Chair of Dronley Community Woodland
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Auchterhouse Tots Club
We will meet on Friday 1st December and Friday 16th December in Auchterhouse
Kirk from 10am until 11.30 ish.
All tots welcome - just remember to bring your 'grown up' with you.
Tea Coffee and Cake provided

Auchterhouse Country Sports
Gift Vouchers for Christmas, prices start from
£17.50 & valid for 1year. You can either
phone Emma on 01382-320476 to pay over
the phone or drop into Auchterhouse Country
Sports

Blythswood
Shoebox Appeal
A heartfelt thank you to all those who contributed to the 2017 Appeal. Particular thanks
must go the the Knitting Group who provide most of the hats and gloves. Over 80 shoeboxes from Monikie, Murroes and Auchterhouse Parishes, including Auchterhouse Primary
School were delivered to St James' Kirk in Broughty Ferry. There they were all checked
with the Christian message added to the boxes.. eg Calendars for adults and beautifully
illustrated books,age appropriate, for the teens and younger children.
Although the shoeboxes are taken to Eastern Europe and as far as Pakistan,' our'
shoeboxes are earmarked for orphanages and places of refuge in Romania.
It was certainly humbling to see a quiet yet busy scene within St James' Kirk knowing
these boxes, so lovingly packed, will probably be the only gifts received this Christmas.
Many thanks
Margaret Wallace
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Angus Council’s new school investment strategy (June 2017) sets out the principles and standards
that will be used to ensure decisions about our school estate are made consistently and transparently.
For Angus Council to plan our schools for the future they want to assess if they have the right
buildings in the right places to deliver the best learning environment for all of our young people.
Angus Council are asking for the public’s help to create a comprehensive and sustainable 30 year
plan for schools in Angus. They ask that we fill out their questionnaire so they can gather views
about the current position and our ideas about the future.
These views, along with the feedback gathered at events across Angus and in schools, will inform
proposals that will be submitted to the council in early 2018.
Please fill out the survey by clicking on the link below and ensure that Angus Council knows that
Auchterhouse Primary School is a vital part of our community.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/schoolsforthefuture
Thanks,
Caroline Millar
Chair of Auchterhouse Parent Council
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club
On Saturday 11th November we had our annual Club Bonspiel at Forfar
Indoor Sports. We had an amazing afternoon of curling. The overall
winners of the afternoon were none other than George Dewar, Steven
Adam, Calum Skea and Arron Bruce. The runners up were Mari Brown,
Neil Mackintosh, Marlyn Foster and Amy Skea. The winners of the
Wooden Spoons were Alex Ferrier, Andrew Skea, Heather Brown and
Dan Gilmour. Well done to all our winners.
We have a membership of 42 curlers but are always on the look out
for more members. If you would like to give it a go or want to find out
more about curling then please contact Karen Smith on 01307461461
Or email secretary@curling.org.uk

The winners. Left to right: Arron Bruce, Calum Skea, George Dewar,
Steve Adam
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Auchterhouse Twinning
Association - Guiche Update

It has been confirmed by the Guiche Twinning Association that
they will be coming to Auchterhouse to visit us from Friday 24th
August to Monday 27th August 2018. This is the same weekend
as Auchtethouse Sports Day and the Twinning ceremony will take
part at some point during that weekend. The great advantage
of having Guiche visit us on Sports Day weekend is that the
marquee will be a central point for us all to get together for
meals and entertaining our French friends.
The Guiche Twinning Committee has asked how many families
in Auchterhouse are willing to host them so they can figure out
how many of them they can bring over from France.
Please email me at aileenmbaird@yahoo.com or Kelie at
kelliesmith47@aol.com if you are interested in hosting a
family and how many people you can provide accommodation
for. Thanks.
Aileen Baird & Kellie Smith
Chair & Secretary, Auchterhouse Twinning Association
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