Auchterhouse Newsletter
Welcome to the 2nd newsletter of 2019. It’s packed
full of interesting news and info on community events/
clubs/ groups/projects. The next newsletter will be
published in August. Please send any content/articles
to aileenmbaird@yahoo.com

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
• Guild Coffee Morning - Saturday 1st June, 10:00
• Community Bingo - Saturday 15th June, 13:30
• Community Council Meeting - Thursday 20th June,
19:00
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Community Council Update - March to May

Village Facebook Page
Now that the village Facebook page has grown in size a set of rules/guidelines have
been published to address disrespectful content and spam advertising. Please adhere
to these rules when posting content on the Auchterhouse Community Newsletter
Facebook page.

Tree Felling
The Community Council was approached to investigate the felling of trees at
The Whins. The Community Council sent a letter to Robert Parry (Angus Council
Enforcement Officer) & Walter Scott (Roads Department) to inform them of the
concerns of local residents and that Forestry Scotland are involved concerning
the felling license and that we have contacted SEPA about the waterway.
Notice Boards
The notice boards at Hosie Park and at the bus stop on the Newtyle Road are
broken and need to be repaired. A new noticeboard will be placed in the park.

Dronley Wood
The community now officially own Dronley Wood. There was an opening ceremony
on Saturday 27th April. The woodland management plan will now be implemented.
The northern boundary will be looked at first as there are tree that required to be
felled. A part time forestry manager will be recruited shortly.
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Community Council Update - November to February

Planning
Awaiting decision: 19/00066/FULL: to build a new, single storey house in the garden
of Yowtrummle in Auchterhouse
Approved: 19/00166/PRIORN: Agricultural building at Balkello

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 20th June at 7.00pm in the village hall.

AUCHTERHOUSE GUILD COFFEE MORNING
Saturday, 1st June. 10:00 - 12:00
There will be home baking, plants, books and toys for sale
at bargain prices. All proceeds go to Guild projects here and
abroad supporting vulnerable and needy adults and children.
Entry is £3 for adults and £1 for children
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On 28th March the transfer of the Dronley Wood from FES to the
community was completed, after many hurdles were overcome,
and the payment made; so it is now legally/officially ours. We
can be very pleased and proud of this achievement, making
us one of the first communities to purchase woodland under
the CAT Scheme – certainly the first in Angus. On Saturday
27th April we held an unveiling of our new name sign (at the
car park) with about 30 adults and children braving the rain
to attend.
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Dronley Wood (continuted)
Gillian Tuddenham and Elizabeth Denyer have set up a Forest
School and already run their first session with 13 delighted
children. This is operating from a temporary site this year
as the removal of trees along the north side (mainly windblown
5 to 7 Years ago) will make their preferred site unsuitable.
The tree clearing is the first part of a project to lay an allabilities path from the car park eastwards to the SSE
wayleave. The project will be largely funded by Angus
LEADER who will grant us over £35,000 and should end
with some good information boards in place; several areas
with bench seating and some picnic tables. Further fund
raising for this will be necessary.
In the meantime Diarmid has successfully worked with
Scottish Forestry to produce a Woodland Management Plan
and get it approved; he is now putting an application together
for Felling Permission for all these windblown trees and
some standing trees in the north east corner (gales have
been steadily bringing these down). Many thanks to
Diarmid for all his efforts.
We have funding for a self employed part time woodland
manager and have advertised the post. An appointment will
be made very soon from a short list of experienced people
who have applied.

Garry Stewart
Email: Drummuir@btinternet.com
Tel: 01382 320339

Auchterhouse Sports Day 2019
Saturday 24th August
Come and join in the fun on Saturday 24th August from 13:00. There will be some
changes to the format this year and even more to fun stuff to take part in.
After the Auchterhouse Pipe Band open the event we will launch straight into our first
event – “The Super-Size Sack Race”. Imagine 4 people all crammed into a ½ ton/bulk
bag sack (the ones that normally hold sand, wood, tatties) all jumping together in a giant
sack race. But, that’s not all! The theme for the race is Superheroes and each team should
decorate and theme their sacks and dress up. Anyone is welcome to enter a team of 4
(made up of any age groups). The event is kindly sponsored by Grewar’s Farm Shop and
there will be prizes for the fastest and best-looking sack teams.

The opening race will be followed by
the usual children’s races (sponsored
for Forster Roofing). Instead of the
“Auchtathlon” there will be super-sized
giant board games instead. These will be
available to play before, during and after
the Hill Race.

All competition entries should be handed
into the marquee the day before Sports
day.
Our Hill Race, kindly sponsored by
Auchterhouse Country Sports, will
kick off at 3pm (£3 entry fee) with the
presentation of prizes at around 4.30pm.

Our competitions this year are:
• Amateur photography – the theme
is local wildlife and the entry categories
are primary pupils, secondary pupils
and adults.
• Scone baking – all types of entries
allowed e.g. sweet and savoury
• Home brew – alcoholic and nonalcoholic
• Kids pasta picture or 3D pasta
model – the theme is superheroes.
Marvel, DC, Transformers or Danger
Mouse…. the options are endless

T-shirts will be on sale again this year so
don’t miss out on your chance to pick
one up!
Teas and coffees will be available
throughout the afternoon, as always.
Donations of sandwiches and baking for
the tea and coffee stall would be greatly
appreciated on the morning of the event.
There will also be a hot dog stand and
Grewar’s Farm Shop will be selling fresh
berries and ice cream.

The evening ceilidh will start at 8pm, with doors open from 7.30pm. The price of your
ticket (£10 per adult & £2 per school age child) includes a burger from the BBQ which
will be open until 9pm. A “Bring Your Own” policy exists whereby you can bring your own
drinks and snacks along with you. We are welcoming back the “Alba Ceilidh Band” again
as they always get everyone up on the dancefloor.
Children are welcome to come along, with most of them choosing to play in the park.
Please be aware however, that children attending the event should have an adult who is
responsible for them. There will also be a raffle, with tickets available on the day. All
donations of raffle prizes will be gratefully received.
If you would like to volunteer to help out with any of the stalls/activities on the day or
would like to help in other ways by donating raffle prizes or cake/ sandwiches please
contact Jenny (320286), Dan (320303) or Aileen (320485).
We’re sure you’ll agree that this is a great community event, with a fun atmosphere,
where friendships are made. We look forward to seeing everyone there!
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Auchterhouse Hill
Our whole school Auchterhouse Hill project is well underway and all our
learners took part in walking up Auchterhouse Hill at the beginning of May
with staff, parents and members of the local community. In the Primary
1-4 class, we have used the text ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt!’ to ‘We’re
Going on a Hill Walk!’ The P5-7 class having been writing their own myths
and legends around Auchterhouse Hill. You will have an opportunity to
read these texts at the exhibition we hope to hold next year!
Nursery
We are delighted that our nursery will be opening in August. However,
for that to happen, from the first week of the summer holidays there are
building works taking place inside and at the back of the school. The back
of the school will be out of bounds due to the work that will be getting
carried out. If anyone is coming into the school grounds to play during
the summer holidays, we would ask you to be aware of the surroundings
and stay away from the building site area.
Rag Bag
Remember if you’re having a clear out, clothing can be bagged up and
put in the collection bin that sits within the school playground. This can
be done at any time throughout the year, and the bin will be emptied
when full or at our next Rag Bag collection day. This is a great way to
raise money for the school. Our recent Rag Bag collection raised £48.40.
Summer service
Our summer service will take place on Tuesday 22nd June at 2pm. Everyone
in our community is welcome to attend. We are hoping to host more events
that will be open to everybody in our community – we’ll keep you posted!
Laura Cowper
Head Teacher
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Auchterhouse
Village Hall
The Hall Management Committee is a vital and necessary function of a core facility in our
community. It must be supported at all costs if the Hall is not to revert back to full control by
Angus Council with all that that might mean. The Hall is in a very good state internally so not
much work is required for a few years. Our main role is to ensure everything is working well
for the variety of users. We are in a good financial position, which is important. All in all we, the
longer serving members of the Committee, are confident that we can hand over a very well run
organisation for younger members of the community to take on.
The Skeas have indicated that they would like to retire and hand over their absolutely vital role
of supervising the 200 Club. This is our main fundraising opportunity, raising a substantial sum
every year with the most effort being the organisational work of the Skeas and those who help
collect the annual £5 per number from participants. It would be helpful if someone indicated a
willingness to take on this role as soon as possible so that they can learn the ropes. The draws
take place between August and December. Garry Stewart does his usual sterling work being
Treasurer and Secretary. This is not fair so again the offer of help in either role would be very
much appreciated.
-<<article continuted on next page>>-
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Auchterhouse
Village Hall
Garry and I are working on updating
the Constitution so that there will
be two categories of membership
of the Hall – ordinary members
from whom a smaller group of
Trustees will be appointed to ensure
compliance with the Office of the
Scottish Charity Regulators (OSCR).
Again this is another job which will
be completed before our intention
to step down next year - 2020
I am hoping that the new decade
will herald a completely new look
vibrant Hall Committee. Please help
make that happen. My contact
details are below so please get
in touch.

Did you know that the Auchterhouse Village
Hall can be booked for many different types
of events?
£8 - meeting/club
£25 - children’s party

Shiona Baird (Chair)
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01382 320435

£30 - fundraising/charity event
£50 - christneing or private adult party
Call Helen Smith 0n 01383 320312 to make a
booking.

www.downfieldstudio.com

The School Lane Garden
Summer has come and some of the children were saying it was
too hot to garden! It has been a very up and down season but if
the sun is out and any wind comes from the east, the School Lane
Garden is so sheltered, it is a real pleasure to be in. The warmer
drier weather we had early on meant that the grass has not grown
so fast.
One of the first jobs the children do when they come out is mow
the lawn with a modern light weight version of the old-fashioned
push mower. If the grass has not grown much, not so many
children get a chance to mow or the lawn gets scalped!
At the end of the spring term, we had a great seed sowing session.
The children learnt to sow a variety of annual flowers and brassicas.
To update our garden, a new patch has been dedicated to fruits,
including strawberries, raspberries, gooseberries and red, white
and black currants. As well as this, we have also ordered blueberry
bushes to add to the collection.
We’ve so far planted tatties, onions and two lots of peas have
sprung through the ground already! We have also emptied the
pond, raising it up to the ground level. An overenthusiastic pupil a
couple of years ago, dug the hole rather deep and the pond then
settled down into the sand base, lower than we expected.

The pond is now refilled and the water plants quickly returned and all are growing well. We are
really hoping for a flower on the dwarf water lily this year.
It is very pleasing to see that Mrs Cowper, the new Head Teacher, is so enthusiastic about our
garden and encouraging the pupils in a different outdoor learning experience.
As always, we would very much welcome help from the community, particularly at the weekends
or evenings. Iain and I are struggling to keep on top of the weeds in the flower beds. Not easy to
keep an eye on eager young gardeners when they weed among flowers!
Please email or phone me if you can help in any way.
Shiona Baird
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk or Tel: 320435
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Sidlaw Churches News
Our Session clerk, is making a steady recovery in Ninewells from a serious illness which struck in
her mid March. Elizabeth is greatly missed in the church and Guild, where Andrew Barr and Sally
Clark, respectively, have stepped in to cover her role for a few months.
Church services are now being uploaded to our website: www.sidlawchurches.org.uk/worship.
When you miss a service you can pick it up later in your own time.
The Guild Coffee morning on Saturday 1st June at 10:00 will welcome everyone. There will be
the usual stalls: plants; baking; books; bric-a-brac etc. Tea or coffee with sandwiches and cake:
Adults £3 and Children £1. Please make every effort to attend and meet your friends and
neighbours there.
On Sunday 2nd June there will a 11am Communion Service.
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Lundie and Auchterhouse
Curling Club
On Thursday 2nd May at Lundie Hall, Dave Smith welcomed members
to Lundie and Auctherhouse Annual 141st Annual General Meeting
which was followed by Prize Giving for all the winners over this
Curling Season.
As Club President and Match Secretary Dave Smith and Andrew Skea
provided members with an update on all Curling activities within the
club and at Dundee and Forfar including the club’s success at the Curling
weekend in November and taking part in the Darmple Cup both held at
North West Castle Stranaer. While looking forward to the new Curling
season starting again at the end of September. Next year curlers from
Lochaber will be joining us for Curling along with Social events over
the weekend.
If you are interested in joining us in September, why not get in touch
with us happy to answer any of your questions about Curling. Why not
come and see us at this year’s Auctherhouse Sports day. We will have
tabletop Curling why not give it a go.
The AGM was followed by our annual prizegiving ceremony and this
year Sandi Buchan was asked to present the winners with their prizes.
Congratulations to all the winners.
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Our winners were:
John Stirling League
Andrew Skea, John Smith, Karen Smith and Irene Spalding
Valentine League
Judith Strachan, Jenny Arbuckle, Sarah Hornsby and John
Brown
Smith Salver Pairs
Andrew Skea and Calum Skea
Points
Bruce Buchan
Opening Bonspiel
John Skea, Liz Furrie, Jenny Arbuckle and Hamish Baird
Club Bonspiel
John Brown, Neil Mackintosh, Darren Law and Gillies Law
Stranraer Weekend
Bruce Buchan, Sandie Buchan, Neil Mackintosh and Helen
Smith
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