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Issue 23 - February 2020

Welcome to the 1st newsletter of 2020. It’s packed full
of interesting news and info on community
clubs/groups/projects.
The next newsletter will be published in May. Please
send any content/articles to aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.
Please keep using our newsletter Facebook page to
share details of any local events/groups or information
that benefits our community.

Dates for your Diary
5th & 24th March - CPR & Defirilator Training
11th May - Peppa Pig’s Muddy Puddle Walk
6th June - Auchterfest Charity Ladies Day
22nd August - Auchterhouse Sports Day
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Community Council Update - December to February

CPR Training
We are delighted that Helen Brady, National Heartstart Co-ordinator, will be doing
two CPR and defibrillator training sessions in the village hall in March. Thirty five
people have already signed up and there are still four spaces for the session on the
24th March (7.00pm to 9.00pm) if anyone else is still interested.
Contact com.council@auchterhouse.com
BT Phone Box
More maintenance work is required to fix the door etc. The defibrillator instructions have been repaired and replaced in the box. There is a shelf full of books
which we encourage people to borrow and add to.

Police Update from PC Gail Beattie
The correct action to report any speeding or traffic offence is to phone 101 or indeed coming to the Community Council to bring it to our attention that way. If police don't know what is happening, then we can't deal with it. We do target areas
where there are problems in an effort to trace people who are driving carelessly,
but obviously if we don't know it's happening, we won't target it.
Between December and February there were no reported crimes in Auchterhouse
but a housebreaking and theft were reported in Tealing. Problems with off road
bikes and suspicious vehicles were reported and the Police thank Auchterhouse
residents for being good at phoning 101 to report these.
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Community Council Update - December to February

Planning
- Heating system at Scotston; Retrospective
- An agricultural shed at West Balkello steading. On same land the demolishing of
buildings and replace with new house.
- Pitlyal Byre Lundie demolition of existing building and replace with house
- Wester Keith Cottage demolition of existing house
Playing Field Toilets
There are now two new recruits for cleaning the toilets taking us back up to 3
teenagers splitting the rota between them every month. The funds for running the
toilets have been received from Angus Council. 4 children from Auchterhouse Primary
gave a presentation on toilet twinning at our February meeting. The purpose being to
ask the Community Council if the park toilets may be included in their twinning plans.
This is a UNICEF initiative to help build clean toilets in poor areas in Africa and India.
The Council were impressed with the children and have agreed to allow them to
include the park toilets.
Youth Members
At present the Community Council has 1 youth member but we would like to encourage more young people to participate and have their views heard and acted
upon. Meetings occur every 2 months so that’s only 6 meetings a year to attend and
it’s a brilliant way to contribute towards Duke of Edinburgh and Saltire awards.
Please email comcouncil@auchterhouse.com to find out more.
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Many residents visited our display in the hall on Election Day
(12th December) and left us with their priorities for the wood and
preferences for woodland buildings we would hope to erect. Many
thanks for that. Another 10 people asked to become members and
have since been approved bringing our total membership up to
170.
In the last month we awarded the contract to build over 1,000 metres
of all-abilities path to Ross McGowan Environmental Engineering
Ltd, who is based in Aviemore. This is a company with experience
of building paths to “Paths for All” standard all over Scotland. The
work will take about 4 weeks this spring without any
need to close the wood to the public.
There is a lot of preparation work: clearing vegetation; cutting up
some old fallen trees and removing cut logs, which we hope to carry
out ourselves. For those who have volunteered their help, work
parties will be organised and provided with tools and equipment
for the job.
Funding is in place for this work for which we thank our many
funders: Angus LEADER; Aberbrothock Skea Trust; Alexander
Moncur Trust; Nineveh Trust and Tay Trust.
Dirk has been surveying the whole wood and measuring trees to
determine the scale and order of future thinning, which he will use
in an application for further felling permission to Scottish Forestry.
A contract for this could work could happen before the end of the
year. The planting of some of the open space along the north side
is also being planned.
www.dronleywood.org
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Dronley Wood (continuted)
We need to construct interpretation boards
which will inform visitors on everything they
can enjoy when in the wood: its history and
variety of tree species; the path network and
all the fauna and flora to be found at different
times of the year. Help from anyone who would
like to contribute to this would be most welcome.
One big board at the entrance will contain this
information as well as a notice board but other
smaller boards will be placed along the path
network.
Gillian plans to get the Forest School underway
again in the spring with regular weekly meetings
for another group of eager youngsters.
Garry Stewart
Email: Drummuir@btinternet.com
Tel: 01382 320339
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AUCHTERHOUSE WEATHER 2019
By John Brush
January 2019 was an unusually dry month when only 11.8mms of rain fell compared with the
average of 82.4mms. Mean temperature was 0.7°C below normal and there was a gale from the
NNW on the 27th. February was also dry and temperature was above normal by 1.8°C at 4.8°C.
March was 0.9 degrees above normal and April 0.66° above average. However May was below
normal by 0.54 degrees. This below average trend continued into June when the mean was
about 0.4° below normal.
By July the trend was moving in the other direction and the mean temperature was 1.3° above
average. However despite this the summer of 2019 was notable for being much less sunny than
the previous year. The sum total of sunshine for the months June, July and August for 2018 was
542.3 hours whereas in 2019 the total for these 3 months was only 405.5 hours. Mean temperature
for these 3 months in 2018 was 14.4°C whereas in 2019 the average was 14.0°C so it is clear
that the perception of a good summer has a lot to do with the amount of sunshine which is
recorded rather than the mean temperature. You will note that I have said nothing about rainfall;
for the record the rainfall in these summer months in 2018 totalled 162.8mms and the total for
summer 2019 was 321.5mms. Now that is a big difference in favour of 2018!
There has been nothing much unusual to note about the remaining months of 2019. November
was a pretty wet month with 154.5mms of rain.
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Up to the end of December I recorded no snow which is quite unusual. Man induced global warming
has a lot to do with this, I believe. Mean temperature during November was 3.83°C which was
1.07° below normal and for December the average was 3.78 which is 1.18° above normal.
My weather station has given a great deal of trouble during this year. In my article “Auchterhouse
Weather January to June 2019” I mentioned the fact that I had to rebuild part of the station as
the interface between the anemometer failed in February and was not made to operate correctly
again until May. Other replacements were necessary later on – for example the sunshine recorder
was damaged by lightning on 25th July, necessitating sending it back for repair and re-installing
it with the kind help of Garry Stewart.
Finally on Christmas Day when we were away the temperature probe failed and was replaced the
following week-end. Goodness knows when the next failure will occur!
It seems from my information about the use of my website that it is very popular. This is very
nice to know but as I am getting quite old, if it is to continue, it would be excellent if someone
(with some electronics/computer skills and interest in the weather) could think about taking it
over in the long term. I have plans to simplify it greatly and this would make such an action
feasible. Please let me know if you could (or if you know someone who is interested).
You can contact me at johnbrush1035@gmail.com
John Brush
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Open Day
Thank you to everyone who came along to our open day last November. It
was an extremely successful morning with many members of the community
coming along to see the improvements that have taken place. Our pupils
were excellent at showing our visitors around the school and our parents
were on hand to help with the smooth running of the event.
Mission Children Toy Appeal
Our enterprise group organised a Christmas Fayre and raised an excellent
£210! The pupils bought presents with the money to donate to the Toy
Appeal. Thank you to everyone who donated items and who came along
to support this worthy cause.
Rights Respecting Schools
We are delighted to say that we have achieved the Bronze Award for being
a Rights Respecting School. All our pupils are learning about the importance
of Children’s rights and how we demonstrate our rights at Auchterhouse
Primary School. Onto achieving the Silver Award now! As part of our Silver
Action Plan, we are raising money to twin our toilets. This helps fund a
project in a poor community (such as Malawi or Uganda) that will enable
families to build a basic toilet and have access to clean water. See
https://www.toilettwinning.org/ for more information. Please feel free to
contact the school if you wish further information regarding this as we are
hoping this might extend further than just the school toilets!
Rag Bag
Remember if you’re having a clear out, clothing can be bagged up and put
into the collection bin that sits within the school playground, at the back
of the school building. This can be done at any time throughout the year,
and the bin will be emptied when full or at our next Rag Bag collection
day. Please note, they do not accept donations of curtains, towels, duvets,
duvet covers, pillows, pillowcases or blankets.
Laura Cowper, Head Teacher
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Auchterhouse Baby & Toddler Group
Auchterhouse baby and toddler group meets every Monday (during term time),
9:30-11am in the church. A great way to start the week with a fun bunch of kids
and a hot cuppa. New faces are always welcome.
Playgroup date for the diary:
Peppa Pig’s Muddy Puddle Walk on the 11th May. Details to follow soon.
Contact: Pauline Turns 07851236522

Sunnyblink – Bonnyton path
Some older members of the Auchterhouse community
may know that there used to be a path between Sunnyblink
(on The Brae) and the Bonnyton Road. The last part
close to the Bonnyton Road required climbing through
fences and through muddy fields.
This has now been put right by Mr and Mrs Roy of
Bonnyton Farm. They have constructed a double fence
through their fields and now one can walk through very
easily. This is a very welcome development and it will
make an easy way for people walking to avoid the
lengthy walk up the Brae, turning left at the Dronley
Road and then left again at the Bonnyton Road.
The map shows the new development (the map is
curtesy of Angus Council). The red path shows the
existing path and the bright green shows the new path.
As Chairman of Sidlaw Path Network I would like to
publicly thank Mr and Mrs Roy for their generosity in
carrying out this work.
John Brush

Auchterhouse Village Hall
Did you know that the Auchterhouse
Village Hall can be booked for many
different types of events?
£8 - meeting/club
£25 - children’s party
£30 - fundraising/charity event
£50 - christening or private adult
party
Call Helen Smith 0n 01383 320312 to
make a booking.
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Summer Social Tennis
in the Village Park

Anyone interested in doubles tennis, all
ages, all abilities, in an evening through
the summer? We’d be keen to start up a
village club.
Get in touch to let us know if you’re
interested with a view to meeting up
before the season starts.
Text or call:
Alasdair Macleod: 07932 683191
Judy Goodfellow: 07788 535692

SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY 22nd AUGUST 2020
Keep an eye on www.auchterhousesportsday.com for all the latest news!

Sidlaw Churches News
Our minister Rev Jean de Villiers and his assistant Mrs Isobel Brown continue to provide a weekly
service in the church at 11 am for the 1st and 3rd Sundays in the month and at 9.30 am for the 2nd
and 4th Sundays – on the 4 months of the year with a 5th Sunday the service is held at Tealing Hall
(in Inveraldie).
Our church has been linked with Murroes and Tealing church (served by one minister) since 1983
and, more recently, Monikie and Newbigging church has united with Murroes & Tealing. The long
term Presbytery of Dundee plan for our churches is to break the linkage and have Auchterhouse link
with Lundie and Muirhead who are linked with Fowlis and Liff. Invergowrie church would also come
into the linkage and constitute a group ministry with 2 ministers (one based at Invergowrie and the
other at Muirhead) with 4 services each Sunday at Invergowrie, Muirhead, Fowlis and Auchterhouse.
The plan has yet to be approved by the Church Ministries Council in Edinburgh and, even when
approved, may take many years to come to fruition. Graham Leese is currently our interim Session
Clerk.
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Auchterfest Charity Ladies Day - Saturday 6th June
Auchterhouse Country Sports are holding their annual Auchterfest Ladies Day on Saturday 6th
June. The aim of the day is for ladies to have a go at clay shooting while raising money for charity.
This is the 17th year & they have raised over £63,000 for various charities.
This year's chosen charity is Finding Your Feet, they help people who have lost limbs & are a
Scottish charity.
If you would like to take part in the day please let Emma know ASAP, give her a call on 320476.
We hold a raffle, silent & main auction on the day so if you would like to donate a prize this would
be much appreciated.
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club
It has been an exciting and successful start to 2020 for Lundie and
Auchterhouse Curling Club. We started with our annual points competition
which more members attended than ever before. The winners were –
3rd place: Susan Smith, 2nd place: John Brown, 1st place: John Smith.
On Saturday 25 January Steve Adam and his team of Liz Furrie, Ralph
Hopkins and Karen Smith went to Forfar Indoor Sports to take part in
the first Burns Bonspiel. Overall, we came 4th which we were happy
with as we beat some strong teams.

In January, eight Lundie and Auchterhouse curlers travelled to compete
against Wengen Curling Club. This year the weather was really clear and
sunny so most of the curling was played outside. As well as curling our
members also enjoyed the club dinner, fondue evening and the president's
prize giving party. Bruce Buchan has just completed his term as President
and John Foster was elected as the new Vice President.
For more information please visit - www.wengencc.org
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club
On Friday 14 February we welcomed the Lochaber Curling Club for a weekend of curling. The teams
were made up of two Lochaber and two Lundie and Auchterhouse teams. We all had a great time on
Saturday playing our games. After the games were over we all went to Lundie Hall for a social
evening of food and a quiz. On Sunday we were back to Forfar for two more games of curling
followed by the prize-giving.
We have been very busy and there is no rest till we finish playing on Tuesday 31st March at the
Dundee End of Season Closing Bonspiel. If you are interested in finding out more about Curling or
the club please get in touch.
Karen Smith
Club Secretary
E: secretary@curling.org.uk
T: 01307 461461
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Event - Gather @ The Snug
Date: Friday 27th March
Time: 2:00pm - 5:00pm
Location: The Snug @ Scotston, Scotston Farm, Auchterhouse
This free event is a relaxed gathering for local freelance, self-employed and
remote/home workers to meet, make connections and socialise together.
There are not many opportunities locally for self-employed folk to get together
to share stories, experiences or just have a good chat and a cuppa. Come and
spend your Friday afternoon at The Snug @ Scotston – you never know
what connections or new friends you might make. Refreshments, cake
and nibbles will be provided.
If you would like to attend please email or message me at:
E: aileen@aileenbairdmarketing.co.uk
T: 07919 281405

