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This is our last newsletter for 2020. Thank you to
everyone who has submitted articles this month and
throughout this difficult year.
We have missed our usual annual village events where
we meet up and have fun together. The Village Hall will
still be unavaiable for bookings until Spring at the earliest.
But, we will make up for it when the time is right. Here’s
to a happy, healthy, safe and enjoyable 2021.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

1

Auchterhouse Community Council Chair’s Report
November 2020

The Community Council held meetings in October,
December and February, then had to take a break
because of the Covid 19 restrictions The diverse
issues of felling of trees on Old Whiskey Road,
concerns about the fire hydrant and water pressure
problems up the Brae, the visibility of the defibrillator
in the phone box and the improvements to the
school, were all discussed and action taken. The
floor of the park toilets were much improved with a
sealing paint, making cleaning easier for our gallant
young cleaners.
The first CPR training session was held in the first
week of March. It was well attended with participants
agreeing was instructive and well worthwhile. Sadly
the second session was scheduled the day after the
national lock down began. It will happen one day
when we get on top of the virus.
The community rallied round very quickly when the
Community Council put out a call for volunteers to
help during lockdown. There were far more volunteers
than requests for help but those who received help
were very grateful. Thanks to everyone who
volunteered and to Helen Smith who did all the
organising. We have a good system in place if
ever needed again.

The phone box is now being well used, judging by
the quantity of books on the shelves. The defibrillator
has been moved to a position where it is visible and
accessible without it being inadvertently hidden by
toys, books and even a CD holder. The space is very
limited so please just use the shelves for books only.
The box on the floor is for children’s books. Toys are
too bulky so please take them to charity shops. We
are hoping to provide leaflets highlighting local
walks, to augment the map on the back wall.
Our community owned Dronley Wood is an accessible
and lovely wood with impressive paths opening up
new areas and vistas across to the Sidlaws. A few
people are doing a great deal of work to clear areas
for replanting, providing little points of interest on
a walk round. Sadly, youngsters who used the wood
for large parties in the summer, left mountains of
waste. Thankfully a group of local folk cleared up
an unbelievable mess. Two other instances of fly
tipping, resulted in an outdoor meeting of the
Community Council with concerned locals, our
community police officer and Angus Councillor in
order to find a resolution. The police have been
vigilant with the party goers but fly tipping has
proved a national issue and not so easy to deal
with.
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Auchterhouse Community
Council Chair’s Report
Continued
Auchterhouse Primary School pupils spoke to the
Community Council in February about their plan to
raise funds to twin the toilets in the school, church,
hall and park which will make us a toilet twinned
village. They raised a staggering £970 and are
working on the next stage with communities in
Uganda. What an effort for such a small school.
Our new website www.auchterhouse.com is well
worth a look with some fascinating information,
especially on the history of our community. Thanks
to Aileen for putting this together and all who
contributed.
Thanks to all the Community Councillors: Linda
Cockram, Aileen Baird, John Forster, Helen Smith,
Alasdair MacLeod, Euan Baird and Ronnie Hamilton;
also Pc Gail Beattie and Cllr Beth Whiteside who
both regularly attend our meetings. The community
is indebted to them all. So much work goes unseen
but without their work and all the previous Councillors,
we would not be in our 43rd year of having a
Community Council. We have so much to be
proud of in our small community.
Shiona Baird (Chair)

Shine Bright Scotland
Our children have missed out on so much this
year already; a lost summer, missed birthdays
and of course a long time away from school and
friends. Our mission is to add a little sparkle to
the darkness.
Inspired by Scandinavian countries, the idea is to
put up lights of all sorts (fairy lights, lanterns,
lamps, anything you have to hand) on November
1st until the clocks go forward in Spring.
Put them in your windows and doorsteps or outdoor
spaces to brighten up the early darkness. Children
can look out for the lights, and for lots of us it will
be a sign of hope and of brighter days to come.
Let’s come together and #ShineBrightScotland
Many thanks,
Ann Munns

Community Council Update - August to November
Report from Gail Beattie, Community Police Officer
Recent crimes/issues in the area: Assessment period 16/07/2020 – 22/10/2020
Police dealt with 11 calls within the Auchterhouse Community Council area during
this period. These covered are a variety of different types of incident as follows:
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Road Traffic matters
Wildlife Crime
Thefts
Abandoned vehicle
Noise Nusiance

Crimes noted: 2 Thefts - both detected, Driving offences - 2 offenders for driving
no insurance or licence
Notice boards
There are noticeboards at the road end and at Hosie Park which are long past their
best and look decidedly scruffy. In this digital age, there is much less need to have
noticeboards and these ones have not been used by the Community Council for a
long time. We have a wonderful new website, an email list and a facebook page.
We would like to know from the people who live near the noticeboards, if they ever
look at them and whether they think the boards will be properly used again. We
will put notices on the boards explaining our aim but also advertising the digital
means of keeping in contact just in case some do not know how to access these
new means of communication. Please let us know your views.
Shiona Baird email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk, Tel:320435
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Community Council Update - August to November
Auchterhouse Playing Field and Park (officially The George V Playing Field)
There’s quite a history around our Park and it’s all documented on our Website
www.auchterhouse.com under Village Facilities. Please have a look. After ownership
changing from us to two local authority councils, there is now the beginning of an
idea for the community to take back ownership. Angus Council does very well in
keeping the grass mowed and has provided new play equipment for the young ones
as well as some picnic benches. However they are financially constrained and there
is so much more we as a community could do to enhance the Park including shelter
planting and providing play equipment for the middle group of youngsters, who find
the present equipment “boring”. The problem is that the members of the Sports Day
Committee are not only engaged with this annual event but most of them are involved
in other community groups and feel that this is too much for them to take on. Angus
Council has already provided some figures for the costs of running the Park and are
happy to work with us. BUT we need just a few new people to come forward with an
interest in taking this on. With our experience of buying Dronley Wood through a
Community Asset Transfer (CAT), we can help with the initial work of preparing an
application. Let’s talk about it and see whether it is feasible. If you are at all interested please contact me: Shiona Baird email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk
Toilet Twinning
Shiona Baird pictured receiving two certificates from Alana Baird, her granddaughter
at Auchterhouse Primary. The photos will be placed in the Park toilets to show we
are now an official Toilet Twinned Village. One is for the twinned toilet, the other is
for a twinned water tap in Uganda. Well done to everyone: the staff, the children
and all those who supported this worthy cause.
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Community Council Update - August to November
Telephone Box
The Community Council bought and now manage the telephone box for community
use. The main function is to house the defibrillator which was bought with funds
from the Church and the Community Council. It must be kept visible and accessible
at all times. The idea for an exchange book resource came later, along with the
idea of having a map of local walks on the back wall. Children’s books were meant
to go on the bottom shelf but we have left the plastic box which someone put in,
as an easy access point for them. However, books have become toys, including
jigsaws not sealed so the pieces fall out and mean the incomplete jigsaw has to be
thrown away. The space is too small for these extra items. Please take them to a
charity shop. SO PLEASE NO TOYS. BOOKS ONLY.
Christmas Cards
The Church produce a beautiful Christmas Card each year and there have been
requests from members of the community to purchase the cards. Unfortunately,
this year the cards are all sold out but next year more will be printed to address
the increased demand.
Red Squirrels
Sadly, one of our local red squirrels has been found dead on the roadside at the
lower end of The Brae. It’s not clear how it died but it could have been hit by a
vehicle. Please would everyone keep a special lookout for red squirrels crossing
roads and please also always remember the 30mph speed limit on The Brae and
through the village.
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Sidlaw Churches
This Christmas greeting comes from our
ministerial Team.
-

Interim Moderator Rev. James Wilson,
Rev Willie Strachan
Isobel Brown
Also all your friends from Auchterhouse
Church.

A Merry Christmas and may the peace and love
of God be with you and yours throughout the
coming year.

I am enjoying my time here at Auchterhouse. I would like to take this opportunity to wish each
and every one of you all the very best for Christmas and for the coming Year.
God Bless Rev. James Wilson
Christmas Family Service
Sunday 20th December at 11:00am
Christmas Eve Service
Thursday 24th December at 11.30pm
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Sidlaw Churches
THE PRAYER OF THE TREE
You
Who pass
By and would
Raise your hand against me
Harken ere you
Harm me. I am the heat
Of your hearth on cold winters nights,
The friendly shade
Screening you from the summer sun,
And my fruits, the refreshing draughts,
Quenching your thirst as you journey on, I am
The beam that holds
Your house, The board of your
Table, The bed on which you lie, The
Timber that builds your boats. I am the handle
of the hoe, The door of your homestead, the wood
of your cradle. The shell of your last resting place. I am
the gift of God and the friend of man. You who pass by, listen
to my
prayer,
Harm
Me not.

9

Sidlaw Churches
This has been a year like no other. All Churches in the UK can only have a maximum of 50 inside the Church.
This is correct at going to press, but as you know this can change from week to week. With our church being
relatively small we cannot hold that number because of the distancing rules. On Sunday 15th November we
had 41 which made us realise that to stay within the law we need to take bookings for the two Christmas
services on 20th Dec. at 11:00am and 24th Dec. at 11.30pm. To book your place, Garry will have a booking
form at the Church for you to fill in to indicate which service you wish to attend and how many from your
family or your ‘bubble’ will be attending with you. This helps to work out how to accommodate as many of
you as possible. You will be given an admission ticket. You may wish to attend both services in which case
you will be given an admission ticket for each service.
SHELTER collection.
I am sure that it will be a great disappointment to all of you that would normally have the ‘Church Carol
Singers’ round your door singing their hearts out for Shelter, but sadly this year that cannot happen. It is a
great social occasion and I am sure greatly appreciated by the householders visited. The singers greatly
appreciate the hospitality laid on too. So this year take a toast to next year.
If you wish to donate to Shelter this year the cans will be in Church for a few weeks in December/ January.
Donations can also be handed in to Sandra Murray, Sally Clark, Irene Spalding or Garry Stewart.
It was lovely when the Church was at last able to open albeit with restrictions after five months of closure
during the summer. We are very much enjoying the services that our ministerial team continue to give us
each Sunday. The good attendances each week are witness enough to how much the Church means to us,
especially at this time.
All that remains for me to say is, take care, stay safe and pray for a healthier and happier 2021.
Elizabeth Millar
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Toilet Twinning
As part of our Rights Respecting Schools journey, pupils were fundraising
to raise money to twin the school, church and public toilets, with toilets in
Uganda. Pupils were originally going to organise a community café and
promote Toilet Twinning during this event. Unfortunately, the community
café was unable to go ahead due to Covid-19 restrictions. The pupils still
wanted to raise money so P1 – P7 pupils took part in a sponsored silence
and nursery children took part in a mini mudless mudder. We raised
£,1000 which is an amazing amount for a wee school like ours!
We have received our certificate to acknowledge that Auchterhouse is
now an officially Toilet Twinned Village. If you wish to have your own toilet
twinned, please see www.toilettwinning.org for more information.

Vision, Values and Aims
After consultation with pupils, staff, parents and community members, the
Vision, Values and Aims have been finalised. A big thank you to everyone
who contributed to the surveys.
Vision

Team Auchterhouse
Learning Together

Values
Respect
Integrity
Safe
Kind
Successful
Resilient

Aims
Our aims are based on
our School Improvement
Priorities for the current
session and will change
on a yearly basis.
This year, our aims are:
Support, Challenge and
Progress.

Mrs Laura Cowper, Headteacher
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The new path has become very popular for walkers of all ages and
is standing up to the wet weather without any problems. Furniture
has been added in the form of bench seating and picnic tables with
more tables to be added in the spring. The car park extension
(formed last year) will have some hedging planted and larch
fencing added to the east and south. By the end of the year a new
pedestrian gate will be installed at the entrance to the path and a
large information board placed in the car park.
Dogs fouling the paths (especially near the car park) continue to be
a problem even though the car park bin is in a prominent position
for all waste. Some smaller bins may have to be added within the
wood.
A good range of necessary tools for volunteers, when working
in the wood, has been purchased. We are now looking for lots
of volunteers to come forward and take part in improvement
work, which has already started with clearing broom, gorse and
bramble and preparing larch posts and rails for the car park fence.
We need to plant much of the felled area in the north side (or at
least encourage regeneration) with broadleafs such as oak beech
hazel and birch. We hope Carbon Footprint Ltd will be able to provide
most of the 7,000 plants needed and make them available in the
new year.
Scottish Forestry have been very helpful and agreed to one application
for felling permission for thinning the wood to cover the next 5 years
(instead of the normal annual application) and this has been granted.
www.dronleywood.org
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Dronley Wood (continuted)
Annual thinning and removal of poor and fallen trees will be carried
out by a contractor in each of the 5 compartments in turn (starting
in comp 3 this winter). Our plan is to have a Continuous Cover
Wood and to introduce more broadleaf trees like oak and beech.
The visit of 3 German forestry apprentices to join Dirk for 2 or 3
weeks as part of their training has been held up by the Covid 19
restrictions, as has the opportunity for local Dundee students to
train with Dirk.
The Forest School was prevented from continuing this year due to
the restrictions enforced by the virus. They hope to continue in a
new site next year.
Next year we hope to start consultation and planning for the
installation of a timber woodland hut which could become our
centre for craft work and training courses. It is hoped that a public
event will be held in the wood in the spring at which our ideas will
be presented to the public.
Good progress has been made since buying the wood in March
2019, so we are hopeful that, when an assessment is made on
how much benefit we have provided the community so far, Scottish
Forestry will be satisfied and the discount we received will be
left intact.
Garry Stewart
Email: Drummuir@btinternet.com
Tel: 01382 320339
Photo: Leigh Cressweller Eros

Since the last newsletter, we have done 3 draws - August,
September and October. The results were as below:
August - Drawn by Neil Melville on behalf of the Pipe Band
- £10 Winners; Ronnie Hamilton, Gordon Dickson,
Andrew Goodfellow, Andrew Murray
- £5 Winners; Margaret Boyle, Jenny Baird
September - Drawn by Shiona Baird on behalf of the
Hall Committee.
- £10 Winners; Tom Strang, George McDonald, Margaret
Steel, Suzanne Howson
- £5 Winners; Larry McNicoll, Allan and Lorraine McLeod
October - Drawn by Helen Smith on behalf of the
Wednesday Club.
- £10 Winners; Lauren Murray, Charlotte Murray, Ian
Bremner, Nigel Cooper
- £5 Winners; Roslyn MacKay, Grant Anderson
The November draw will be done in the week of the 23rd of
November by Claire Black on behalf of the WRI. All numbers will
then go back into the draw for December for the bigger prizes.
Thanks to everyone who has taken part this year. The £500
raised has been passed on to the hall committee who were
grateful for the funds, as always.
Next year's 200 club tickets will be handed out in June, with an
additional 50 numbers being released. If you would be interested
in a number for next year, please email kelliesmith47@aol.com
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A Champion in our Midst
We all know that Auchterhouse is a very special
community, but many will not know that we also
have a champion in our midst. Cancer Research UK
has awarded Jo Williamson the prestigious Uniting
Communities Award in its Flame of Hope ceremony.
He has been fund raising relentlessly since 1993 to
fund research into the disease pheochromocytoma
which is caused by a faulty gene. Sadly, Sue, Jo’s
wife died of the disease in 2003. Many of us
remember her as a warm and friendly person.
I can still picture her standing at their house waving as some of her children joined ours for
scouts or was it guides? Two of their now grown up children have the faulty gene, so research is
vital in understanding how the gene works which could lead to a cure. Over the years Jo has
raised a staggering £250,000 through a variety of events, a truly tremendous effort.
But what is even more special for our small community, is that living almost opposite Jo, is
another very important person, Dr. Anil Mehta of Dundee University. Anil has been working
closely with Jo and his family to understand more about the gene which hopefully will lead
eventually to a cure. If you see Anil out and about with his wife, Gita, and wee dog Truffles, he
says he is very happy to talk about Jo and explain how the research is progressing. What other
small community has two such special people? Both are champions, I think everyone will agree.
Well done and thank you to both of you for such invaluable work.
Shiona Baird
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School Lane Garden
What a successful year it has been in the garden with great crops in the vegetables
and flowers, all growing exceptionally well. The weather this year has been just right
for the garden. Even the fruit trees were covered in fruit. It was just a pity the children
haven’t been able to enjoy it as much. The teachers have taken them out when they
could and they picked the rasps, peas, and dug the best crop of potatoes ever.
The blight got in to the potatoes and could have devastated the crop but we used
the flame thrower to burn off the shaws just in time. Kale and Chard are not as
popular so maybe we will rethink that for next year. The carrots are coming on but
they were a bit late sown. We may cover them with straw to keep them growing
on a bit. Leeks and beetroot also grew well. We were given some sweetcorn plants
and surprisingly the 4 plants produced a cob each, not big but enough to encourage
us to try again next year. That’s what gardening is all about.
There has been evidence that some folk have been in harvesting some of the veg
which is great. We are planning to put up a notice board so that folk can write up
when they are harvesting the crops. It will help us keep track of what’s going on.
It has also been suggested that if we write down what jobs need doing we are
more likely to get some help. That would be very good. As I have commented
previously, the 3 grey gardeners are struggling a bit.
The wee pond is looking much more established now and the miniature water lily
produced 2 flowers this year. A frog was spotted a number of times so maybe we
will have some tadpoles next year. The garden always looks very inviting with lots
of lovely bright flowers. There’s something of interest at all times of the year. The
rear garden with the seat and seating area will all be sorted for next Spring. I have
been shown a picture of a colourful shed in blue, green and grey stripes. So next
year, with hopefully the help of some young folk or anyone with an artistic eye,
we can reproduce something more interesting than just plain brown!
Shiona Baird, Tel: 320435 or email shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk

Auchterhouse School & Nursery Parent Council
Its been a hard year for the Children as their normal Halloween and Christmas parties have all
been cancelled. But they have been able to gather together safely to take part in a few events
during the 2nd term of school. We hope for a more action packed 2021 when the time is right.
Halloween Trail
A social distanced, staggered start time trail
was set up around the all abilities path at
Dronley Woods. The kids had a spooky time
finding their way around the trail and collecting sweeties for their buckets.

Remembrance Day
The children walked to the War Memorial with
their teachers to participate in a remembrance
service and lay wreaths and stones covered
in beautiful poppy designs.

• I am a level 2 fitness instructor and level 3 personal trainer.
• I am a registered occupational therapist and this influences my practice. I worked for NHS for
17 years.
• Solo gym covers the Birkhill and Blairgowrie areas.
• Offering both adults and kids fitness. 1-1, pairs, small and larger groups.
• I have my own private gym in birkhill at my property. I work with schools and sports clubs
too.
• I also now offer zoom classes I. A daily basis.
Please contact me at chrisneilson.pt@gmail.com or 07861394363 to find out more.
Thanks, Chris

