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Issue 27 - October 2021

Welcome to the 3rd newsletter of 2021. Thank you to
everyone who has submitted articles this month. If you
have any content/articles for future newsletters please
send them to: aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.
Please keep using our newsletter Facebook page to
share details of any local groups or information that
benefits our community. If you are new to the page
please take time to read the group rules.
We also have a village email distribution list.
if you would like to join the list please email:
comcoumcil@auchterhouse.com

Cover photo: Liam Yule
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Community Council Update - July to October

Road Trafffic
- Mobile digital speed signs were installed in the village for 1 week in August
- The pavement down to bus stop on Newtyle Road is very rough. The CC will ask
the Angus Council Roads Dept if it can be looked at.
- Speed of traffic going down the road to Dronley Wood was raised and junction
to Dronley Mill is dangerous. A slow sign will be installed to warm drivers to slow
down for the junction. The Roads Dept officer from the Angus Council said the
road down to Dronley is straight so the issues are down to bad driving rather
the road being dangerous.

Planning Applications
- There have been no new applications since the last meeting.
- Applications at Burnhead Farm, Rowan Cottage and land by Burnhead Farm (dog
exercise field etc) have all been approved.
- Two applications for Thriepley House are still awaiting a decision. One is recent,
the other has been pending since last year. These are sensitive because of the
proximity of the SSSI designated Round Loch and we have responded to both
because of our concern about impact on the SSSI. SNH have objected to both
and requested further information and we have said that we are prepared to
second their final decision.
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Tree planting time is nearly upon us and for that we are going to
need a lot of help from the community. The 1st delivery of trees
(2,500 in pots including 1,425 oaks)) will be on 6th October. A 2nd
delivery (the same quantity and mix as 1st delivery) is expected in
the 2nd week of November. The trees will be stored temporarily in
our nursery while we prepare the ground, along the north side of
the wood. The plan is to have about 60 cluster areas with oak in
the centre (1M apart) and other trees like hazel and lime planted to
provide protection around them. Alder and birch in a 3rd delivery is
expected in early December.
Ground preparation – clearing the vegetation from these cluster
areas of 80 to 100 M2 is now underway using a powerful strimmer
(recently purchased) but also tools and spades for ground breaking.
The tools are all available; we need willing hands. Anyone wishing to
help will be welcomed with open arms and should contact Dirk on:
07388 807492 or at: ccfsporleder@gmail.com. Saturday work parties
will be organised for October & November Ian McNaughton did a
great job clearing vegetation from the nursery using the Scotston
excavator – many thanks to him and the Baird brothers. His next
task will be to start making over 2km of racks passable for tractor
and trailer, when trees felled in thinning the wood need to be
extracted. This process (felling and extracting) has been underway
for some months now carried out by our forester Andrew Milne, who
joins our volunteers each Wednesday. Most of the trees to be felled
have been identified and marked.
Garry Stewart
Email: Drummuir@btinternet.com
Tel: 01382 320339
www.dronleywood.org
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AUCHTERHOUSE WEATHER - January to June
By John Brush
January 2021 was a cold month with air frost on 27 days and a mean temperature of 0.19°C,
2.4°C less than normal. Sunshine hours and precipitation were close to normal and snow was
lying for at least half the month. Greatest snow depth was 5cms on the 14th.
February continued to be quite cold for the first half of the month and the average depth of snow
reached 30cms on the 10th and 11th.. Mean temperature for the month was 2.76°C just below
the average of 3.0°C. February was a dull month with only 52 hours of sunshine, considerably
less than the average of 84.3 hours. Precipitation for the month was 187.2mms, much greater
than the average for that month of 57.6mms.
March was a more normal month with mean temperature 6.07°C, considerably higher than the
mean of 4.8°C. There was no snow and only 5 days with air frost recorded. Sunshine at 109.3
hours was just below the average. Rainfall at 43.7mms was well below the average of 65.4mms.
In some ways April was a more surprising month than March. There were 19 days with air frosts
(not good for the garden!) and the mean temp was 5.03°C, almost 2°C below average. Sunshine
hours were high at 218.9 hours, getting close to a record for that month. April is normally the
driest month and this one was exceptional with only 14.8mm (normal 57.3mms).
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Auchterhouse Weather - continuted
May made up for the lack of rain during April and it was one of the wettest Mays I have recorded
since 1996 with 170.8mms. This month is normally one of the sunniest months of the year but
there were only 112 hours, much less than the mean of 166.6 hours.
June turned out to be a dry month (only 23.9mms against a mean of 67.2mms) and it was a bit
lacking in sunshine with only 127.1 hours. Maximum temperature was on the 23rd when 23.3°C
was recorded. Mean temperature for the month was13.3°C which is somewhat higher than the
average of 12.4°C.
I should mention that an unfortunate accident caused by a roe deer (it tripped up on some cables
in my garden) caused a great deal of difficulty; the direction indicator of the anemometer stopped
working during March and it took several weeks of diligent investigation including rewiring the
anemometer mast (done thanks to tree surgeon Duncan Sanger). I also acknowledge the
fantastic help given to me by Garry Stewart in work on the mast.

John Brush
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Open Wednesday to Saturday
10am - 4pm
Follow our Facebook page for info on
Wednesday Take Away Night
Have you tried
one of our
breakfasts?

Delicious home baking

Outdoor seating

Hot filled rolls, burgers, take away meals
#supportlocal
Auchterhouse Country Sports - 0182 320476

Small Steps Towards a Brighter Future
Children’s rights are an important part of our school, and we are
already a Silver Rights Respecting School. As a part of our Gold
Rights Respecting Schools Action Plan, we have been partnered with
a school called Vibgyor school in Pune (pronounced pune-ay), India.
Because of this we have started a topic on India and are working
with Vibgyor school on a project titled ‘Small Steps Towards a
Brighter Future’. We have already come up with creative ideas about
how to be more environmentally friendly and the small steps we can
take to make a difference to our planet.
Climate Week
On Monday the 13th of September we started climate week. During
climate week we learned about greenhouse gases (methane and
carbon dioxide) and how they are warming up our environment.
Everyone has a carbon footprint which is what we leave behind when
we use or make things. For example, when we drive somewhere, we
will leave behind certain gases. Items will also have a carbon footprint. A paper towel has a carbon footprint of 10g of Co2e because
of all the processing it will have had to go through.
Climate change is affecting wildlife and some animals are running
out of food because their prey is moving further north to colder
areas. We learned that the sea levels were rising because land
glaciers are melting. We also know that food waste releases bad
gases into the air and that all the food we eat has a carbon footprint
- certain foods have lower carbon footprints than others.
Climate change is affecting wildlife and some animals are running
out of food because their prey is moving further north to colder
areas.
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We learned that the sea levels were rising because land glaciers are melting. We also know that
food waste releases bad gases into the air and that all the food we eat has a carbon footprint certain foods have lower carbon footprints than others.
There are billions of pieces of micro plastics in our oceans and that the ocean gives off oxygen.
Did you know that every second breath you take is from the ocean? Lastly, it was all about people
who are reducing climate change. All over the world people are helping to prevent climate
change. In school we are creating an Auchterhouse action plan for climate change which we will
upload to our school blog next term.
It was an amazing week.
School Blog - https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/an/auchterhouse/
Our School Blog is updated regularly. Head over to find out more information about what we do
at Auchterhouse Primary such as daily activities during climate week and how we use Kitbag to
help us in school.
Rag Bag
Remember if you’re having a clear out, clothing can be bagged up and put in the collection bin
that sits within the school playground. This can be done at any time throughout the year, and the
bin will be emptied when full or at our next Rag Bag collection day. Our previous Rag Bag collection raised £38 for our school funds.
Kind regards,
Chloe, Molly & Mrs Cowper

Auchterhouse Institute of Scottish Women's Institutes (SWI) meets on the 3rd Monday of every
month, September to May, in the Village Hall at 7:30pm.
We are one of over 30 institutes in the Angus Federation which stretches from Fowlis and Liff in
the south to the top of Glen Esk. Each meeting is comprised of a short address to deal with
announcements and any business, a speaker or craft workshop and supper (usually sarnies
and cake) after
wards.
We are active in Federation competitions - curling, golf, quiz and Ruralympics to name a few.
Most years, we hold a soup lunch in aid of CHAS and host the village Burns supper, unfortunately
these are on hold for another year.
We have around 30-40 members aged from their thirties upwards, but would always love more.
We are a very welcoming bunch so if you would like to join us, or even see if it is for you, please
feel free to come along to any meeting.
For more information on upcoming meetings please visit our Facebook page
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Auchterhouse
Village Hall
Normal service is resumed! The Hall is back in action for all the usual community activities, though
we do ask that you take the necessary Covid precautions. The Hall Committee met recently for the
first time in a year and we held the AGM as well to consider how we move forward in this next year.
A new group of office bearers was appointed which strangely resembled the ones of the previous
years!! We do need new, younger blood, with all due respect to our very long-standing members.
Even if you are not involved with any community organisation, you can join the committee as a
"member of the public". There are places for 4 at present.
Even more importantly, we are looking for someone to take on the role of assistant Treasurer with
a view to taking on the position in a year's time. Garry Stewart has been Treasurer for more years
than we care to remember and he would like to retire in the near future.
At our recent meeting we said a big thanks and farewell to John and Mary Skea who are stepping
down after decades of service to the Hall. They retire with our very grateful thanks for the legacy
they leave behind - the 200 Club has been organised by them for many many years and has been
an incredible fundraiser for the Hall.
Thank you very much to all the members of the Hall Committee. Your community spirit is very much
appreciated.
Shiona Baird (Chair) 320435 email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk
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School Lane Garden
What a good summer we have had. The flowers and vegetables all responded well to the heat and
with some extra watering, have done extremely well The new bed we planted up with perennials is
quite amazing. Most of the plants were small cuttings taken from our own gardens and they have
loved getting out of their pots, giving their roots room to spread and grow. We all like a bit of space
and plants are no different. The sunflowers were especially impressive and we'll try to dry the flower
heads to provide seeds for the birds over the winter.
We grew an annual flower this year called helichrysum or the everlasting flower. It is also called the
straw flower because the colourful flower heads are just like straw - dry and brittle. At this time of
year we are picking off the heads with a little stem which needs drying. Once this is done, the flowers
are ready for dry flower arrangements or any number of "crafty" things. The nursery school has
already received the first bunch with lots more to follow for the rest of the school.
Some of you who have visited the garden have been intrigued to see one plot given over to a very
different plant not usually grown in this country. It's called millet and is a staple food for many in
African countries. Here it is being grown as an experiment by Sonny Milne to feed to his birds.
Fortunately the seed heads now forming do not need to be ripe as the temperature and sun
strength are diminishing rapidly.
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School Lane Garden Continuted

Public Toilets

Another flower which has been causing interest
is the large globe artichoke. It looks rather like
a thistle but its flower is regarded by some as a
delicacy. However, our loyal Saturday helper
Elizabeth, took one home to try it out. It was a
fiddly process to prepare and I suggest if you do
want to try it, that you Google the way to prepare
it. The heart seems to be the most delicate part
to eat. If anyone wants to send details of the
preparation and cooking to Aileen Baird for the
next Newsletter, the artichokes may be more for
eating than just looking at a spectacular flower!

The Park Toilets have been well used
over the summer. Angus Council still
want us to keep one cubicle closed in
the ladies toilets in order to reduce the
number of people in the toilet area.
Hopefully this restriction will be lifted
soon.

A Dundee Ramblers group came into the garden
one Saturday morning and were fascinated by the
artichokes. But they also enjoyed looking round the
garden and in particular, sampling the delicious
raspberries. They were very willing to agree to
the reward system adopted in the garden - pick a
few weeds and get something to eat! So a good
few extra weeds were lifted that day. The invitation
is there for anyone who wants to participate and
gain not only fresh fruit, veg or flowers to take
home but also enjoy some healthy activity and
company.

We are very fortunate in having an
instant replacement for Alasdair Baird
who has gone on to university in
Glasgow. Many thanks to him for
his stint at cleaning. Anthony Milnes'
brother Alexander has agreed to be the
third cleaner, ensuring they still only
have to do a turn every 3 months.
Thank you Alexander.
Our toilets are much appreciated by a
wide range of van drivers, cyclists and
walkers. So well done indeed to our
gallant cleaners.
Shiona Baird

Shiona Baird
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 320435
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Sidlaw Churches News
In the last few weeks Auchterhouse church has gone through lots of changes. All churches in Dundee
Presbytery have been put into new groupings. We have been put in with the Muirhead churches. Their
minister Rev. Donna Hays will become our minister once the Service of Linkage takes place. Strathmartine are also in our grouping along with Invergowrie and Carse churches. They have a husband and wife
team Rev. Catriona Morrison and Rev. Marc Prowe looking after them. On Sunday 15th August members
had to vote to break the linkage with Murroes, Tealing, Monikie and Newbigging and for a new Basis of
Linkage with the Muirhead churches. The votes went through on both our sides. In the meantime Rev.
Donna Hays will preach as our Interim Moderator.
On Sunday 29th August we had a lovely songs of praise in the church at 11am. This was Isobel Brown’s
last service before she retired. It was a very emotional morning, firstly because the hymns chosen were
very appropriate for the occasion and saying our good-byes to Isobel was not easy. It is not that we will
not see her again, but her services have been so much enjoyed by us all, that is what we will miss. We all
wish Isobel, Jim and Douglas all the very best for the years ahead. I know she knows how much she is loved.
On the afternoon 0f 29th August 70 of us from Murroes Tealing and Monikie and Newbigging gathered
in the Inveraldie Hall, Tealing for a social to say goodbye to our friend for over 38 years. There were
presentations to Isobel, Rev. James Wilson, our retiring Interim Moderator, Rev Caroline Taylor, the
retiring Sidlaw churches secretary and Bessie Coventry, who set up the hall for the 5 Sundays when
the joint service was held it the Inveraldie Hall.
Photo: Liam Yule
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Rev Donna will take most of our services, there may be the occasion when pulpit supply will be
needed. The services will now be held at 10am in Auchterhouse, except for the last Sunday of the
month, which will be 11am in Muirhead Church. We have had Donna now for the whole of September
and I think I speak for all of us when I say her services are so refreshing and have been thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
We have sadly lost two very lovely ladies from the church and village. On 22nd of July Nancy
Fraser died at the grand age of 94.Nancy was born at Hatton of Eassie. She had a happy childhood
surrounded by animals. She even helped look after the Queen’s pony at Glamis, when she was in
London. Nancy studied agriculture in Glasgow and took part in many young farmers activities. Nancy
and Graham married in September 1952. They began married life farming in New Zealand, returning
to Scotland in 1961. They farmed at West Mains until 1988 when they retired to Birkhill. Nancy was
a curler, an active member of the rural, guild and church. The last two years have been spent in the
loving care of Abbey House, nursing home. Graham died during lockdown. Nancy’s health began to
fail then and she died peacefully surrounded by her loving nieces. Nancy was a great lady, full of
energy and great ideas. “a one off”.
On 23rd of August Margaret McLaren died in her home at Dalnagar on the Avenue. Margaret was
born and brought up in Alyth. After leaving school she became a secretary in a potato merchants
office in Alyth. She met Peter son of a Meigle farmer and married in 1950. They farmed for a spell
near Dalkeith before moving to Balkello Farm, Tealing in 1960. They had 4 children but sadly Peter
died suddenly of a heart attack in the potato field in 1965 leaving Margaret a widow with a very
young family and a farm to run. She was very active in the Tealing WRI skilled in floral art. Another
tragedy in Margaret’s life was when her oldest child Peter was killed in a car accident in 1984. She
had only sold Balkello two months before. She moved to the Avenue and slowly picked up the pieces
of a very different life. She had great support from family and friends. In 2018 Margaret celebrated
her 90th birthday. Over the last few months Margaret became more frail but never complained. She
died surrounded by her much loved family. She was a lovely lady and will be so missed by family
and friends.
Take care, Elizabeth Millar
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club
The Curling session started officially Saturday, 25 September, at Forfar
Indoor Sports Opening Bonspiel. On Thursday 30 September we held our
Opening Bonspiel and welcomed Balruddery Curling Club to join us.
Apart from working in the background getting this session sorted out,
Karen, our Club Secretary, and J. Steve Adam were also delivering the
2019/20 Trophies and glasses to members and enjoying catching up with
everyone. Due to not be able to hold an AGM for the last two years.
Here are 2019/20 winners:
Sterling: John & Morag Skea,Neil Mackintosh, Alex Ferrier
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club

Valentine:
Darren Law

Curling Weekend
and Suttieside
Friendly:
J. Steve Adam

Valentine:
Jenny Arbuckle
Smith Pairs:
John Arbuckle

Stirling and
Runner up Points:
John Brown

Smith Pairs and
Valentine:
Dave Smith

Curling weekend:
Ralph Hopkins
Valentine & Curling weekend:
Liz Furrie

Club Bonspiel:
John & Iona Skea

Points Rossie Friendly:
John Smith
Runner Stirling League:
Susan Smith
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Lundie and Auchterhouse Curling Club
As a club we are very busy for the next couple of months with us heading down to our Annual
Curling Weekend to Stranraer and on Sunday 7 November we will be holding our Annual Club
Bonspiel which we take over Forfar Indoor Sports for an afternoon. This year we are joined by
Claverhouse and Glendocik Curling Clubs.
We all understand that life has been a lot more challenging over the last 18 months and trying to
find the new normal in the current climate. If you are thinking of trying something new why not give
curling a go? It's a sport for all ages and abilities, why not get in touch with the Club. We can boast
we have two Coaches in our Club and Match Secretaries. With Karen attending a wide range of
Courses over the last 18 months through Scottish Curling.
Maybe next year there will be a photo of you holding one of the many Trophies in the Club.
If you are interested, don't hesitate to get in touch with the Club either by:
Email: secretary@curling.org.uk
Calling Karen on 01307 461461
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